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About this book

In the case of the preceding volumes about the Corusia Corpus of English Scientific
Writing (Moskowich & Crespo, 2012 and Moskowich et al., 2016), the corpora
themselves were compiled and saved in a CD-ROM included with the book so that
both the corpus and the works about it came out together.

On this occasion, however, this book reaches the public some time after the
corpus it deals with has been completely finished. In fact, all the studies gathered
here have been written using a version of the Corpus of History English Texts that
is not the one available at present, but an earlier one (which we have called beta
version) that, although very similar, may have some slight difference in word-count
of some samples. The Corpus of History English Texts (CHET) has been published
in open-access with a permanent URL by the University of A Corufia Press. To use
CHET or any other corpus in the collection, please download both the corpus and
the Coruria Corpus Tool, check the manual and follow the steps there to successfully
load the corpus.

We want to thank Benjamins for granting us permission for the open access
re-issue of the Corpus of English Texts on Astronomy (CETA) and the Corpus of
English Philosophy Texts (CEPhiT) as part of the Corufia Corpus open-access
collection.

We would also like to thank the University of A Corufia (UDC) for its support
and the use of infrastructures and very especially the people at the University Press
as this was a new experience both for them and for the people in MuStE. The efforts
of Dr Fernandez-Ferreiro, director of the University publishing service, certainly
produced a rewarding result. MuStE is indebted to him.

Our gratitude to the Spanish MINECO for the grants received inside their
National Programme for Excelence in Scientific and Technical Research (grant
numbers FF12013-42215-P and FFI2016-75599-P). This partially covered the com-
pilation of CHET and its presentation to the academic community.

The Editors
A Coruna, April 2019

CHET: https://ruc.udc.es/dspace/handle/2183/21849
The Corusia Corpus of English Scientific Writing collection: https://ruc.udc.es/dspace/
handle/2183/21846
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Writing History in Late Modern English

Explorations of the Corufa Corpus — A Preface

Javier Pérez-Guerra
Universidade de Vigo

Objectivity has traditionally been understood to constitute the main, defining,
distinctive feature of historical writing. From a textual perspective, the purpose
of ensuring objectivity is reflected in a number of conventions in the genre, such
as the extensive use of notes and footnotes, copious reference to previous works,
documentation, etc. However, the way in which objectivity has been materialised
diachronically in historical writing, and thus its linguistic reflex, has been subject to
variation and change over the course of earlier centuries. From the lively, individu-
alistic, narrative-based historical literature of the Renaissance to the focus on socio-
logical (and, later, socio-economic) issues in the Enlightenment; from story-telling
in the past to pure explanations in the eighteenth century; from chronicles of “folly,
irrationality, and religious superstition” (Baker, 2002: 187) to empirical factual
investigation at the close of the nineteenth century, when historical knowledge
was seen as having to be transformed into facts and quantitative data (Raphael,
2011:109). In this vein, Baker (2002: 195) notes that for nineteenth-century histo-
rians “the study of history was (...) a kind of inductive science (...) that offered to
show how peculiar circumstances of time and place determine the kind of law and
government best fitted to a specific people”; that is, “[h]istory was still predom-
inantly perceived as an art form, but the professionalizing historians also began
pointing to history as something in between art and science” (Berger, 2011:25).

It is in this context that the Corpus of History English Texts (henceforth CHET)
provides the perfect textual data source for rigorous analyses of historical writing
in 1700-1900 Britain. The choice of this timeframe, as Moskowich (2017: 85; also
Isabel Moskowich, this volume) explains, is “motivated by the socio-historical con-
text of scientific writing [and] the rise of the scientific method”, which puts its own
stamp and identity on historical writing. As Woolf (2012:473) has observed, his-
torical writing grew significantly in importance from the Late Middle Ages, when
History was a “minor genre’, to become “the most widely read of literary forms and
the chosen subject of hundreds of writers” by around 1800.
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CHET, the most recent component of the ambitious Coruiia Corpus project,
comprises more than 400,000 words of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century texts.
The (raw) texts are enriched with TEI markup, providing not only information
about textual features but also metadata on the authors (sex, age, geographical
provenance) and the texts (year of publication, sample chosen, reception). Since
textual balance is key in corpus compilation, Moskowich and her team have selected
two samples of approximately 10,000 words each per decade, these extracted from
different sections of (mainly) first editions of original works.

‘From his own diary we learn’: Investigating the Corpus of History English Texts,
based on CHET, is a collection of scholarly studies dealing with different aspects
and dimensions of the writing of History texts in the recent past. After a technical
chapter providing some background about the discipline in the period, the trigger
for compilation and the description of the corpus material (Isabel Moskowich),
the volume contains outstanding explorations on the development of histori-
cal writing (Elena Alfaya), historiographic contributions (Marina Dossena) and
analyses of linguistic patterns and constructions ranging from recurrent lexical
combinations (Stephania de Gaetano-Ortlieb, Katrin Menzel & Elke Teich) to bi-
nomials (Paloma Nuriez-Pertejo) and conditional structures (Luis Puente-Castelo).
It also contains chapters looking at discourse-related strategies, such as the use of
modals (Francisco Alonso & Francisco J. Alvarez-Gil), certainty adverbs (Maria
José Esteve & Inés Lareo), authorial presence through the use of attitude devices
(Carrio6-Pastor), additive markers (Iria Bello), proxies for ‘narrativity’ from a mul-
tidimensional perspective (Leida Maria Monaco) and genre-specific modulating
resources (Margarita Mele). Finally, the gender dimension is addressed in a chapter
on female History writing (Begona Crespo).

Rigour, meticulousness, thoroughness, attention to detail, exactness, exacti-
tude, precision, strictness, and punctiliousness are all concepts which are central
to historical writing(s). In a nutshell, objectivity, as Wright (2002:9) puts it, “has
often been a kind of ‘noble drean’ in historical thought”, and this is well reflected in
all the studies included in ‘From his own diary we learn’: Investigating the Corpus of
History English Texts. Taking a variety of approaches, these contributions challenge
the view that “British historical writing has no shape, that there exists no pattern
beyond the randomness of spontaneous authorship and occasional moments of
inadvertent intertextuality” (Bentley, 2011:204).
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CHAPTER 1

A review of the development
of historical writing and writers
in English from 1700 to 1900

Elena Alfaya Lamas

Universidade da Corufia

This chapter is dedicated to the memory of Linda

Here are presented the results of the enquiry carried out by Herodotus of
Halicarnassus. The purpose is to prevent the traces of human events from being
erased by time, and to preserve the fame of the important and remarkable achieve-
ments produced by both Greeks and non-Greeks.

(Herodotus, The Histories, 440 BC)

1. Introduction

The establishment of History as an area of scientific knowledge dates back to the
nineteenth century. Prior to this, the study of History was largely disdained in
the universities and not seen as worthy of serious consideration. As a branch of
knowledge it was regarded with certain contempt, one which was neither deep nor
serious in its scope or potential.

In this chapter, we will offer an account of the development of History writing
in the late Modern English period, from 1700 to 1900, two hundred years in which a
vast amount of such writing was produced in Britain. Our aim is to review the disci-
pline History, the process of change and development of English historical writing,
and to consider some representative examples of eighteenth and nineteenth-century
History writers from CHET, the Corpus of History English Texts. The chapter is ar-
ranged as follows. In Section 2 we present a conceptual frame of reference for the
description of the concepts of History, Historiography and Philosophy, this followed
by the establishment and evolution of the current academic discipline of History
and the profession of historian. Section 3 presents an outline and brief History of
the discipline itself, from antiquity to the nineteenth century, focusing on general
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tendencies for writers of History and paying special attention to the 1700-1900
period. We follow this with a review of the main historical societies and institutions
in Britain at the time. In Section 4 we present some concluding remarks.

This chapter, then, will set the scene for further chapters in the current book,
describing History in its social context during the late Modern English period. It
seeks to offer the reader a sense of the development, engagement and concerns of
English historical writing and writers in this period and covered by CHET, and thus
to serve as a framework for the other chapters herein.

2. Conceptual frame of reference

It is in the late Modern period when a division between the concepts of History,
Philosophy of History and Historiography begins to emerge. In previous periods
there is no clear difference between these terms, and it is not possible to refer to
History as a discipline or a distinct branch of knowledge. In the late Modern English
period we begin to discern it within the areas of rhetoric and theological studies.
For this reason, it is important to establish a conceptual framework in which key
concepts are defined and inter-related, and which thus provides a recognizable
identity for the writing of History. However, we must bear in mind that even today
there are many different approaches to this academic subject.

History, viewed in a general way, can be seen as the written or oral narration of
past events and movements related to humans and their habitat. Archival records
and inscriptions in old buildings are the main sources for historians in reconstruct-
ing the past. History, then, is “the discipline that studies the chronological record of
events based on a critical examination of source materials” (Vann, 2018).

History was previously not considered an academic discipline per se, and as
such was not conducted on the lines of the scientific method. It was between the
mid-eighteenth and the mid-nineteenth centuries that it began to develop a meth-
odology of its own, when the predilection for an approach on the lines of Voltaire,
an intellectual Philosophical History, came to dominate in England (O’Brien,
2001). Indeed, we can say that in Britain, History and historian are concepts that
belong firmly to the nineteenth century. Philosophy is today defined as “the ra-
tional, abstract, and methodical consideration of reality as a whole or of funda-
mental dimensions of human existence and experience” (Vann, 2018). However,
the Encyclopaedia Britannica adds that Philosophy cannot be defined in a definitive
or exhaustive way. Meanwhile, the term Philosophy of History refers to the “philo-
sophical examination, study, and theorizing about the past, including substantial/
speculative philosophy of History but also issues like contingency and necessity in
History” (Tucker, 2009:xii). Thus, philosophers of History conduct philosophical
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examinations of the discipline. This term was “used first by Abbé Bazin in the title
of his book La philosophie de histoire published in Amsterdam in 1765” (Tucker,
2009:26). Philosophy of Historiography, in turn, refers to “philosophical examina-
tion, study and theorizing about historiography, about what historians write, and its
relation to the evidence, [...]” (Tucker, 2009:xii) and thus examines, in a philosoph-
ical way, the epistemology of what we know about History, including issues such
as accuracy, objectivity and skills used to describe the past, looking for evidence in
the methods and concepts used by historians and analysing these.

During the eighteenth century, theology and natural sciences were consid-
ered to be part of Philosophy, and History was not a distinct discipline. Indeed, a
diversity of what we now consider independent disciplines were subsumed in the
eighteenth-century notion of Philosophy, “and many of the divisions among what is
and what is not philosophy, that we take for granted - i.e. between philosophy and
different areas of empirical inquiry and theology — were in the process of developing
or had not yet taken shape” (Garrett, 2014). In the eighteenth century, Philosophy
in its broadest sense comprised much of what related to the experience of being
human, the term itself dating back to c. 1325 (Moskowich, 2016).

Currently, Historiography is understood as the inquiry into History as a branch
of science. It is a relatively new area of historical studies whose scope is the study of
documents as evidence of the past. It is “what historians write, about past events,
about History” (Tucker, 2009: xii). It is, then, the History of History itself, and deals
with the History of the different evolutionary phases of historical writing. As Arthur
Marwick (2001) observes, Historiography is the History of historical thought, a
definition usefully expanded by Vann (2018):

The writing of History, especially the writing of History based on the critical exam-
ination of sources, the selection of particular details from the authentic materials
in those sources, and the synthesis of those details into a narrative that stands the
test of critical examination. The term historiography also refers to the theory and
History of historical writing.

This idea of Historiography is quite recent in the West. The methods used nowadays
by historiographers emerged and were gradually developed during the late eight-
eenth century, mainly in Germany and France. The concept of Historiography as
an activity in fact dates back to the late-eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries.
As Zammito (2009:65) notes:

Historiography established itself as a discipline between the late eighteenth and
the mid-nineteenth century, it struggled explicitly to free itself from philosophy
of history. Historiography achieved its “paradigmatic” form in the mid-nineteenth
century, [...] as explicitly anti-philosophical.
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Prior to the eighteenth century, Historiography was almost never considered a
part of science or education and did not form part of university curricula. It was in
the nineteenth century that a distinction between Historiography and Philosophy
developed. Whereas in the early and mid-eighteenth century there is no distinction
between History, Historiography and Philosophy, with historical practice and writ-
ing disparate and sometimes amateurish, the transition to the nineteenth century
is a time of intellectual ferment, and marks the beginning of a change. History
becomes a professional practice (see Moskowich, this volume) and an independent
discipline at the same time that universities begin to consider it a discipline. Thus,
in 1895 Oxford created the postgraduate research degree of Bachelor of Letters
or Baccalaureatus Litterarum, including a compulsory thesis dealing with some
historical events or processes, something that clearly benefited the rise of History
as a profession in Britain.

It is perhaps worth noting that there is a difference between the discipline, that
is, a single branch of knowledge of which all historians are representatives, and the
modern profession, referring to many different occupations in which historians
develop their work. Every historian contributes to the discipline but not every histo-
rian is part in the professional field itself. As James M. Banner argues, “A discipline
is a domain of knowledge, a capacious province of inquiry [...]. It is a universe of
thought, not, like a profession, an arena of action” (2011:3). This is an important
distinction, because when the professional work of writers of History was recog-
nised, male historians had the opportunity to become “professional historians”,
previously having been regarded as amateurs. Nevertheless, women at the time were
not allowed to access professional posts, and as a consequence their writings con-
tinued to be considered of an amateur nature. Professions, distinct from disciplines,
are occupations to which access may or not be allowed in that they are controlled
by the dominant groups in society. During the eighteenth century Historiography
was dominated by men, and thus women’s historiography was bypassed almost by
default. In the nineteenth century the academic discipline was professionalised on
a wholly male footing, and hence women remained relegated from the professional
world, which restricted them to the “amateur historian” condition, despite their
competence in the field. By the end of the century the profession of historian had
become identified with the academic discipline, which entailed that male histori-
ans were also academics, an insurmountable obstacle that overshadowed female
historians as independent amateurs. This being so, the genres that women tended
to focus on included travel, biographies and culture. However, female historians
made notable efforts to become professionals, writing systematic, well-argued and
detailed formal pieces of historical writing. Such efforts, but also the fact that they
remained relegated from the professional ranks, can be inferred not only from the
field of History itself, but from the male-female representation of History writers
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in CHET. Bonnie Smith (2000) explains that during the eighteenth century, women
considered most of their History writings “superficial” in that they would write
about social issues, whereas men tended to write about political and economic
events. Many men held the same views about female History writers. Indeed, the
German Leopold von Ranke (1795-1886) and the French Gabriel Monod (1844-
1912) were motivated to professionalise the discipline partly by their despise for
female History writers, considering the output of women here to be un-scientific
and sub-standard (Alvarado, 2012).

Many academic disciplines other than History were professionalised in this
way in the mid- or late-nineteenth century, so in this sense History was no differ-
ent from many academic disciplines at the time. Also at the time many European
universities were secularised, the curricula were changed, and new disciplines were
included so as to complete and enhance traditional teaching. History progressively
established itself as an academic discipline in Europe, not least as a result of the
efforts of scholars working at the University of Gottingen (founded in 1737), who
dedicated much of their time and resources to History. Thus research began to
expand to other universities, and a number of academic journals and scientific
academies emerged, as we will see in Section 3. The University of Manchester was
the first to follow the Gottingen model and professionalise the discipline by means
of postgraduate studies.

According to Hesketh (2011), History became a professionalised discipline be-
tween the 1860s and the 1890s in Victorian England under the influence of Natural
Philosophy and the German historians. In 1900 it had already become a settled
academic discipline, with the introduction of stable skills, publishing standards
and principles of exactness and scholarly precision.

3. General outline of the discipline and its main representatives

This section presents a contextualised overview of History from its earliest incep-
tion to 1900. It aims to describe the diachronic development of the discipline over
a considerable time-span, with the late Modern period as our principal focus.
History begins with the earliest extant writings of the ancient literate civili-
zations: the Greek, the Mesoamericans and the Chinese cultures. And although
Western History provides ample examples of writers and chronicles that predate the
Greek Herodotus (484-425 BC), he is known as the “Father of History”. His work
The Histories has served as a basis for the emergence and establishment of History
as a branch of knowledge due to the nature of the inquiries he made in his treatment
of the historical subjects that he dealt with therein. The models and systems used
in past cultures were often very different to current ones, and Historiography is the
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branch of study which considers the development of these. The concept of Universal
History became widely accepted in the first century BC, although it had previ-
ously been used with the Conquests of Alexander III of Macedonia (356-323 BC).
The Romans inherited their Historiography from the Greeks, but being eminently
practical in so many things, they were interested more in History than Philosophy
(Sreedharan, 2000). The rise of Christianity goes hand in hand with the decline of
Historiography in Europe, and from the fifth century secular Historiography dies
out, with History coming to be almost exclusively written about Catholic monks
and other members of clergy, an approach that lasted some eight centuries. It is
during these dark ages for culture and History writing that the Venerable Bede,
so-called “Father of English History”, stands out in England, earning enduring
fame for his historical writing Historia Ecclesiastica. It is said to be the best History
of its time and the only substantial source of information of its kind for the years
597-731. Written in England in 731, many future generations of historians would
derive their own writings from this text. During the Middle Ages most writings
on History were again focused on sacred matters. The thirteenth century then saw
Richard Hoveden’s The Annals of English History. Annals are accounts of a year in
list form, and themselves emerged from English religious scriptoria. Missionaries
had spread the practice of writing annals in the continent from the seventh century.

During the Renaissance, society and culture are reshaped and transformed in
Europe. Within this long period, broadly taken to extend between the fourteenth
and seventeenth centuries, History continues to be approached mainly from a re-
ligious point of view. Likewise, Europeans begin to discover Arabic translations
of philosophical Greek texts, and these would subsequently come to influence
European History writers. In all these earlier periods, we do not find professional
historians. Rather, they were amateurs who worked in other spheres and from time
to time dedicated their efforts to the writing of History. From 1400 to c.1550, four
main genres were adopted in such writing: clerical historiography, chivalric and
militaristic historical writing, biographies of notable people, and urban chronicles
(Woolf, 2012).

From the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, both English and Scottish
writers of History adopted continental Humanism. Indeed, “It is also now widely
recognized that the Renaissance [...] elevated Scottish historiography onto a new
intellectual level” (Allan, 2012:498). The Scottish Hector Boece (1465-1536) pub-
lished the biography of the bishops of Murthlack and Aberdeen in 1522, Vitae
Episcoporum Murthlacensium et Aberdonensium, and also a History of the Scots,
Historia Gentis Scotorum (1527). George Buchanan (1506-1582) also wrote a
History of Scotland, History of Scotland, Rerum Scoticarum Historia (1582), in
which a section is dedicated to the History of Hector Boece.
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During the seventeenth century knowledge was mainly focused on natural
science, with History still labelled as a “dubious science’, as stated by the French
René Descartes (1596-1650). However, Philosophy made some contributions
to History and Historiography, and in the mid-eighteenth century a vogue for a
Voltaire-inspired Philosophical History took hold in England.!

The end of the Renaissance is particularly associated with (i) the profound shift
from manuscript to printing, resulting in a wider transmission of knowledge, distri-
bution and availability of texts, and (ii) a change in thought, attitude and practice,
bringing about the scientific revolution in Europe. “Developments in science during
the scientific Revolution of the sixteenth and, especially, the seventeenth centuries
defined modern science in many ways” (Puente-Castelo, 2016: 167). This period
was one of gradual development and change in attitude, policy, opinion and new
tendencies, with reason considered the most important and basic foundation for
everything else. Modern science is essentially born in this period. Scientists of the
late Romantic period could be labelled as amateurs in comparison to present-day
ones, in that their methods could be considered not so systematic and rigorous as
is currently expected. However, this period also represents a shift, since scientists
were for the first time somehow rationally trained, having free time for research and
reflection on the shortcomings of scholastic philosophy,? and this had a considera-
ble quantitative and qualitative impact on the Age of Enlightenment.

The ideological crisis that takes place between 1680 and 1720 in European
thought leads to the Enlightenment and hence to modern science. The works of the
English philosophers John Locke and Francis Bacon, the French René Descartes and
the Dutch Baruch Spinoza, would all be influential in establishing Enlightenment
ideas and the scientific method. For instance, Bacon would emphasise the impor-
tance of observation and experimentation and the need to avoid opinions. This is
also the time when academic journals emerged.

Thus it was not until the eighteenth century, in the Enlightenment Age,? that
History begins to find both a wider audience and acceptance as a branch of science.
To the Enlightenment we also owe the discovery of the great intellectual traditions
of China, as well as its historians, historical traditions and uses, with its historiog-
raphy in particular being unequalled in quality. The new intellectual atmosphere
was also remarkable because of the special value it gave to the scientific method

1. See Karen O’Brian (2012) for a further account on this.
2. A system of critical Philosophy that dominated European thought from 1100 to 1700.

3. “Enlightenment” is more a retrospective label than the one used in this period by its rep-
resentative authors. It refers to most of the eighteenth century although some of its historians
belong to the late seventeenth century and others to the early nineteenth century.
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and to the philosophical reductionist approach, continuing what the Renaissance
had already brought into existence. In the mid-eighteenth century the particular
methods and forms of Philosophical History became fashionable in England. In
fact, it had been “Voltaire himself who gave the title of philosophy of History to the
first part of his Essai sur les Moeurs et L'Esprit des Nations” (Rosenthal, 1955:151),
using the term not only to refer to the past life of mankind but also to its culture,
including in this second reinterpretation of the term the traditional activities, con-
ventional habits, ethic values, customs and practices of human societies. This latter
use of the term, then, represents Voltaire’s Philosophy of Culture and leads to a fo-
cus on cultural aspects of History and knowledge. On the other hand, the French
Montesquieu (1689-1755) would focus on the social and institutional aspects of
the discipline. Likewise, the French philosophers Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Denis
Diderot, the Italian philosopher and jurist Cesare Beccaria, the Spanish Benito
Feijoo, the German philosopher Immanuel Kant and the Scottish writers David
Hume (author included in CEPhiT), Henry Home, Adam Smith, Adam Ferguson,
Thomas Reid (both Ferguson and Reid are included in CHET) and John Millar, all
represent the practice of Philosophy in the Enlightenment Age.

The eighteenth century is a turning point for History in that there arises a new
conception of the field. The Member of Parliament and English historian Edward
Gibbon (1737-1794) now writes on History and his works are widely read; his his-
torical writings serve to disseminate History as a source of knowledge, and indeed
his works are still read today. He channelled the aims and scope of historical writing
into a new philosophical understanding, as was also the case with the Scottish writer
David Hume (1711-1776), as we can see from his six-volume History of England.
As O’Brian (2012:518) notes:

Gibbon absorbed and greatly accelerated the general transformation of English
historical writing in this period towards a new, ‘philosophical’ conception of its
purpose and scope. This transformation owed an enormous amount to the Scottish
Enlightenment in general, and to David Hume’s History of England (1754-62) in
particular.

During the eighteenth century, the Scottish William Robertson (1721-1793)
“showed the way to a somewhat different kind of philosophical History that set
political events in a richer, broader context of legal and social developments, arts,
sciences, and ‘manners’” (O’Brien, 2012:521). There is, then, a fresher and more
dignified view of History as a means of understanding people’s nature and actions.
“This more contemplative view of the nature and value of historical knowledge
certainly provided an entrée for female readers” (O’Brien, 2012: 522). Catharine
Macaulay (1731-1791), one of the authors whose work is sampled in CEPhiT (the
Philosophy subcorpus of the Coruiia Corpus; see Moskowich et al., 2016), is the
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first recorded British historian adopting a philosophical approach, and many oth-
ers followed. Her Histories of England in fact outsold David Hume’s work, and in
addition to this, her periodical publications on political, war and other matters
were also extremely popular. As such she can be regarded as a prominent, solid
and intelligent historian.

Scottish historians - or philosophers - intended to disavow old models of writ-
ing History, being instead somewhat innovative in their approach, as reflected in
the works of authors such as William Robertson and the already mentioned David
Hume, Adam Ferguson, Adam Smith and John Millar. They were known to each
other socially and maintained an intellectual dialogue which would have an im-
pact on future generations of historians during the nineteenth century, not only in
Britain but also on the continent.

The movement of Romanticism followed on from the Enlightenment at the
end of the eighteenth century and continued through the following century.
Romanticists were interested in all the aspects and likely consequences of an ex-
cessive dependence on reason. They argued that it was an error of Enlightenment
to have ignored the close connection between History and tradition. In the late
eighteenth century a more philosophical way for writing History was sought. In the
late 1760s Joseph Priestly (also included in the Corusia Corpus of English Scientific
Writing) was lecturing on History at the Warrington Academy* and described a
framework and pattern to be followed for the description of historical knowledge
that would lead humanity to share common values and principles, independently
of their place of origin.

The nineteenth century was a time in which historical writing in Britain reached
its peak, history books matching the sales of novels by the end of the century. The
German Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) had initiated a non-religious
perspective for historical-philosophical writing, extending the idea, a widely wel-
comed one, that philosophical History is the right way to write History. One of the
most acclaimed historians of the nineteenth century was the German Leopold von
Ranke whose methodology would be a path to follow for many historians.

It is in the nineteenth century that History became an acceptable and approved
academic discipline, and also when its standards and methods were established in a
way which was intended to be permanent. Historiography became part of History
and was historicised. As Tucker (2009:39) observes, “historiography is more pro-
ductive than ever and is becoming ever more and more specialized and diverse.
Simultaneously, the world is becoming globalized and world History is becoming
increasingly relevant”. In this way, and “as part of this process, questions regarding

4. In Cheshire. Active from 1756 to 1782.
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the nature of historical knowledge were posed more and more frequently. This can
be understood as the starting-point of the philosophy of historiography” (Tucker,
2009:37). In the nineteenth century female historians are trying to find a place
and to make a living alongside their male counterparts, but finding insuperable
barriers here, as the prolific and well-respected historian Mary Hays (1759-1843)
describes in Female Biography (1803). Unlike their male counterparts, female
historians, however serious and prolific, would tend to disappear, simply erased
from literary History and absent from contemporary works. Thus it was that Hays
published Historical Dialogues for Young Persons in 1806, as well as The History of
England with Charlotte Smith, Memoirs of Queens in 1821, and penned many other
historical works, children books, biographies and works in other genres. In 1818
the prolific historian and translator Lucy Aikin (1781-1864) (included in CHET)
published Memoirs of the Court of Queen Elizabeth. Many historical works and
other genres would follow, in a career which had begun in 1801. The historian,
biographer, translator, novelist, compiler and poet Elizabeth Benger (c.1775-1827)
wrote the biographies of Anne Boleyn in 1821 and Mary, Queen of Scots in 1823.
In 1809 she had written the innovative and socially relevant poem The Abolition
of Slave Trade, although this was considered ridiculous by the press at the time. In
1828 A Comparative View of the Social Life of England and France was published
by the social historian, biographer and editor Mary Berry. Many of these female
historians have been erased from major History books, yet their individual efforts
brought them a place in other Histories, ones that that have perpetuated their names
and works. As Crespo (2012:31) states, “it is possible to regard science as a social
construct in which particular epistemic communities developed under the protec-
tion of individual effort”

Many institutions and societies concerned with historical and literary knowl-
edge had been firmly established by the end of the nineteenth century. As already
stated above, for the first time, and from the early part of this century, works on
History were widely read, the modern profession had evolved and a diverse array
of institutions were devoted to this recently accepted academic discipline.

It is not our aim to list all of these here but to give an account of some of the
most influential ones in relation to History and other related branches of knowl-
edge during the period 1700-1900. Many of these societies have had an enduring
presence in the field, while others, more ephemeral and short-lived, were important
in terms of what they produced. Some focused on a very specific area of interest. It
is also important to recall the historical role that such institutions played in form-
ing a male-only grid for the professionalisation of the discipline, its organisation,
and the confinement of female practitioners to the amateur ranks. Most of these
learned institutions were intended for the use and fellowship of men only, with
membership barred to women. The only exceptions in the nineteenth century were
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the Zoological Society of London, founded in 1829, and the Royal Entomological
Society, founded in 1833. Indeed, in Britain it was not until the first equal oppor-
tunities legislation in 1919 that women gradually came to be admitted into learned
societies and gained employment as scholars, albeit to a limited extent. Previous
to that, female historians were rejected as members or fellows of these Societies on
the grounds of their sex. This legislation was not without problems, since many
obstacles for females arose and further laws would be needed (Pugh, 1992). We
might recall that it was only one year prior to this, in 1918, that women over 30
had been granted the right to vote.

The Royal Society of London had been founded in 1663 as a way of gathering
scholars in London for meetings at which they would discuss science and natural
knowledge. Its reputation increased over the years, and indeed was presided over
by Isaac Newton during the first quarter of the eighteenth century. At this time, it
became usual practice for the government to base its decisions related to science
on the knowledge and advice of this exclusively male society. The rigidly male-only
profile of the society persisted through the nineteenth century, and indeed female
historians would not be admitted until the mid-twentieth century.

The Society of Antiquaries was founded in 1707 in London, with the main goal
of studying British antiquities. It gathered many old historic manuscripts and col-
lections of paintings, leading to the birth of the National Portrait Gallery in 1856,
as a means of storing and exhibiting portraits of historically relevant British peo-
ple. The Society of Antiquaries of Scotland was founded in 1780 by David Steuart
Erskine (1742-1829), with the purpose of promoting, cultivating and preserving
the study of natural and other sciences related to History, antiquities and Scottish
records. In 1824 The Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland was founded
in London. It aimed to research and promote science and literature relating to Asia.
All its presidents and notable fellows, past and present, have been men, and female
historians continue to be not considered for certain posts. In 1826 the Zoological
Society of London was founded. Its goal was to collect animals free of their natural
habitat and environment, to kill some of them for study and enslave others for
human entertainment and leisure. It was instituted expressly “for the promotion
of natural knowledge”, as Scherren (1905: 1) puts it.

In 1833 The Royal Entomological Society was founded in London. The study of
insects and the distribution and dissemination of entomological knowledge were its
main goals. With this in mind, the Society established a library, a collection of dead
insects, and a scholarly journal, the Transactions of Entomological Society of London.
The Public Record Office was born in 1838 with the intention of collecting public
court and governmental records and preserving them in good archival conditions.
When founded, it was headed by the so-called Master of the Rolls, an experienced
judge. The first of these was Lord Henry Bickersteth Langdale (1783-1851), who

printed on 2/10/2023 3:18 AMvia . All use subject to https://ww. ebsco. conlterns-of -use



16

Elena Alfaya Lamas

EBSCChost -

in turn employed Sir Francis Palgrave (1787-1861), archivist and historian, with
overall responsibility as Deputy Keeper of the Office.

In 1838 the Camden Society was founded in London, and the Historical
Society in 1868. Later, in 1897, these would merge under the new name of the
Royal Historical Society. Again, the society was for men only as women were not
allowed to enter or to become fellows. The Royal Historical Society would prove to
be a major turning point in relation to the professionalisation of History:

By the 1890s it was taking on more public, professional responsibilities — organising
national events (such as the Domesday Commemoration of 1886), overseeing the
teaching of History in schools and universities, and working closely with the British
Museum and the Public Record Office - a tradition that continues today, with the
British Library and the National Archives.  (The Royal Historical Society, 2014)

The Zlfric Society was established in London in 1842 with the aim of publishing
the works of Anglo-Saxon scholars and old ecclesiastical writers of note.

In 1864 the Early English Text Society was founded by Frederick James Furnivall
(1825-1910). It was dedicated to the printing and editing of Old, Early and Middle
English historical records, with all types of historical manuscripts intended to be
thus published. In a similar vein, the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts
was founded in 1869 with the aim of locating private historical records, as well as
describing their contents. It subsequently merged with the Public Record Office,
the guardian of British records since 1838, leading to The National Archives.

In 1886 the Scottish History Society was founded. It focused its efforts on the
publishing of previously unpublished original, historical records from Scotland,
including previously unpublished scholarly editions of Scottish History.

The learned British Record Society was founded in 1889. Its aim was to pub-
lish historical records and its indexes, as well as to conserve these. In 1898 its
Scottish part became independent under the name Scottish Record Society. In 1899
a proposal to create a British Academy to promote historical, philosophical and
philological studies is made. However, this would not be realised until 1902 when
the British Academy came into being. Many other societies and institutions were
founded during the nineteenth century that played a major role in the profes-
sionalisation of History. Since it is not our goal here to list and describe them all,
we will simply name some of the most influential of those not mentioned above,
together with the year in which they were founded: the Ray Society (1844) focus-
ing on natural History; the Hakluyt Society (1846) concerning records of voyages
and geography; the Harleian Society (1869) focussing on heraldry and geneal-
ogy records; the London Topographic Society (1880); the Pipe Roll Society, which
dealt with old archival rolls; the Oxford Historical Society (1884) related to the
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publishing of the historic archival records of Oxfordshire; The British Association
for the Advancement of Science (1831).

It was common for papers presented at these societies and institutions to be
published in the periodical press or in volumes issued at regular intervals by the
society itself. Many current academic journals have their origins in the proceed-
ings of these societies. It was in 1886 that papers on History began to be pub-
lished in Britain under the auspices of The English Historical Review,” this being
the oldest scholarly journal of History in the country which remains active today.
It was founded by the historian James Bryce (1838-1922), following the German
journal Historische Zeitschrift (1859), the French Revue Historique (1876) and the
Rivista Storica Italiana (1884). Yet it was back in 1665 that the first academic journal
in Britain was published periodically, the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal
Society. Other journals would follow over the course of the eighteenth, nineteenth
and twentieth centuries with an exponential rate of growth.

All these journals accompanied the professionalisation of the discipline in
Europe. They failed to attain a general readership but did reach scholars and those
with a more specialised interest, establishing high standards of quality in the dis-
cipline.® At a time prior to periodicals, scholars would write their discoveries in
letters, often in Latin and sent to other scholars and friends, perhaps finally being
published in the transactions of an academy or society. In the seventeenth century
“the journal probably was not accepted as a definitive form of publication and [...]
scholars frequently gathered together their scattered journal contributions into the
form of a book” (Kronick, 1962: 61).

During the twentieth century many new universities and colleges were set up,
by which time History had already earned its place as an academic discipline in
Europe. As a measure of this, in the 1990s British historians published some 20,000
historical works about the eighteenth century (Corfield, 2011: 1). The discipline,
then, had been firmly established.

4. Conclusion

Our aim here has been to present an overview of the History of History and its
related jargon in the period covered by the Corusia Corpus of English Scientific
Writing, 1700-1900. We note in particular that a differentiation between the terms
History, Philosophy and Historiography was not clear in the period 1700-1900, and

5. For a further account on the History of the journal see Doris S. Goldstein (1986).

6. See Philippa Levine (1986) for a further account on this.
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that to some extent this continues to be the case, with the terms sharing certain
elements and indeed merging at times.

Writers of History in this period were eager to know the past better and to write
about it. They turned History into a discipline and professionalised it, with women
historians left out of this process to a great extent. Men followed a professional path,
whereas women had no way in, and instead were forced to follow an individual
route of the so-called amateur, with the result that the impact they had on the writ-
ing of History remains opaque and difficult to perceive. In the late Modern period
historians achieved such prominence in society that many scholarly societies were
born, and a number of the current academic journals were established. Again, most
of these excluded female intellectuals, this despite the evident quality of women’s
writing and also the substantial sales that many female writers enjoyed. Apart from
the evident misogyny of the period, it is clear that in the period 1700-1900 histo-
rians in general came increasingly to be a good example of the historiographical
achievements of the discipline as one of the high points in the History of History.

Projects such as CHET, the History sub-corpus of the Coruiia Corpus, are of
great interest in that they constitute a “resource for the study of scientific writing in
English long before it became the lingua franca of science” (Moskowich, 2012: 35).
AsJoan C. Beal (2012: 12) has observed, “historians have long recognized the long
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as worthy of investigation”. The various papers
in the present collection are testament to the considerable amount of research still
to be done on academic disciplines during this period.

References

Allan, David. (2012). Scottish Historical Writing of the Enlightenment. In Masayuki Sato; Jose
Rabasa; Edoardo Tortarolo & Daniel Woolf (Eds.), The Oxford History of Historical Writing.
Vol. 3. (497-517). Oxford: Oxford University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0sobl/9780199219179.003.0025

Alvarado, Alice. (2012). Left out: Women’s Role in Historiography and the Contribution of Mary
Ritter Beard. Saber and Scroll, 1, 2, 89-103.

Banner, James M. (2011). Being a Historian. An Introduction to the Professional World of History.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Beal, Joan C. (2012). What is language? In Charles Barber, Joan C. Beal & Philip A. Shaw (Eds.),
The English Language. A Historical Introduction (1-30). Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Corfield, Penelope J. (2011). The exploding galaxy: Historical studies of Eighteenth-century
Britain. Journal of Eighteenth-century Studies, 34, 4, 517-526.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1754-0208.2011.00449.X

Crespo, Begona. (2012). Astronomy as Scientific Knowledge in Modern England. In Isabel
Moskowich & Begona Crespo (Eds.), Astronomy “playne and simple”. The writing of Science
between 1700 and 1900 (15-34). Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

printed on 2/10/2023 3:18 AMvia . All use subject to https://ww. ebsco. conlterns-of -use


https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199219179.003.0025
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1754-0208.2011.00449.x

EBSCChost -

Chapter 1. Historical writing and writers from 1700 to 1900

19

Garret, Aaron. (2014). The Routledge Companion to Eighteenth Century Philosophy. New York:
Routledge. https:/doi.org/10.4324/9781315815558

Goldstein, Doris S. (1986). The Origins and Early Years of the English Historical Review. English
Historical Review, 101, 398, 6-19. https:/doi.org/10.1093/ehr/Cl.CCCXCVIIl.6

Hesketh, Ian. (2011). The Science of History in Victorian Britain: Making the Past Speak. London:
Pickering & Chatto.

Kronick, David A. (1962). A History of Scientific and Technical Periodicals. The Origins and
Development of the Scientific and Technological Press 1665-1790. New York: The Scarecrow
Press.

Levine, Philippa. (1986). The Amateur and the Professional: Antiquarians, Historians and
Archaeologists in Victorian England, 1838-1886. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Marwick, Arthur. (2001). The Nature of History: Knowledge, Evidence, Language. London:
Palgrave, Macmillan.

Moskowich, Isabel. (2012). Patterns of English Scientific Writing: adjectives and other
building-blocks. In Isabel Moskowich & Begona Crespo (Eds.), Astronomy playne and sim-
ple’: The Writing of Science between 1700 and 1900 (79-92). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Moskowich, Isabel. (2016). Philosophers and Scientists from the Modern Age: compiling the
Corpus of English Philosophy Texts (CEPhiT). In Isabel Moskowich, Gonzalo Camifa-
Rioboo, Inés Lareo, & Begona Crespo (Eds.), “The Conditioned and the Unconditioned: Late
Modern English Texts on Philosophy (1-23). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Moskowich, Isabel; Gonzalo Camifa, Inés Lareo, & Begofia Crespo (Eds.) (2016). The
Conditioned and the Unconditioned. Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

O’Brien, Karen. (2001). The History Market. In Isabel Rivers (Ed.), Books and their Readers in
Eighteenth-Century England: New Essays (105-134). Leicester: Leicester University Press.

O’Brien, Karen. (2012). English Enlightenment Histories, 1750-c.1815. In Masayuki Sato, Jose
Rabasa, Edoardo Tortarolo, & Daniel Woolf (Eds.), The Oxford History of Historical Writing.
Vol. 3 (518-535). Oxford: Oxford University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199219179.003.0026

Puente-Castelo, Luis. (2016). Explaining the use of if...then...structures in CEPhiT. In
Isabel Moskowich, Gonzalo Camifna-Rioboo, Inés Lareo, & Begona Crespo (Eds.), “The
Conditioned and the Unconditioned: Late Modern English Texts on Philosophy (167-181).
Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

Pugh, Martin. (1992). Women and the Women’s Movement in Britain 1914-1959. London:
Hampshire.

Rosenthal, Jerome. (1955). Voltaire’s Philosophy of History. Journal of the History of Ideas. Vol.
16, 2, 151-178. https:/doi.org/10.2307/2707660

The Royal Historical Society (2014). History of the Royal Society. Working for History and
Historians. London: University College London. Accessed [19/10/2017] from http://royal-
histsoc.org/about/history/

Scherren, Henry. (1905). The Zoological Society of London. London: Cassell and company.

Smith, Bonnie G. (2000). The Gender of History: Men, Women, and History Practice. Harvard:
Harvard University Press.

Sreedharan, E. (2000). A Textbook of Historiography. 500BC to AD 2000. Bangalore: Orient
Longman.

Tucker, Aviezer (Ed.) (2009). A Companion to the Philosophy of History and Historiography.
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.

printed on 2/10/2023 3:18 AMvia . All use subject to https://ww. ebsco. conlterns-of -use


https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315815558
https://doi.org/10.1093/ehr/CI.CCCXCVIII.6
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199219179.003.0026
https://doi.org/10.2307/2707660
http://royalhistsoc.org/about/history/
http://royalhistsoc.org/about/history/

20

Elena Alfaya Lamas

EBSCChost -

Vann, Richard T. (2018). Historiography (entry). Encyclopaedia Britannica. Accessed
[19/10/2017] from https://www.britannica.com/topic/historiography

Woolf, Daniel. (2012). Historical Writing in Britain from the Late Middle Ages to the Eve of
Enlightment. In Masayuki Sato, Jose Rabasa, Edoardo Tortarolo, & Daniel Woolf (Eds.),
The Oxford History of Historical Writing. Vol. 3 (473-496). Oxford: Oxford University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:0sobl/9780199219179.003.0024

Zammito, John. (2009). Historians and Philosophy of Historiography. In Aviezer Tucker
(Ed.) A Companion to the Philosophy of History and Historiography (63-84). Oxford:
Wiley-Blackwell. https:/doi.org/10.1002/9781444304916.chs

printed on 2/10/2023 3:18 AMvia . All use subject to https://ww. ebsco. conlterns-of -use


https://www.britannica.com/topic/historiography
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199219179.003.0024
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781444304916.ch5

EBSCChost -

CHAPTER 2

“There were always Indians passing to and fro”

Notes on the representation of Native Americans
in CHET documents

Marina Dossena
Universita degli Studi di Bergamo

1. Introduction

Ideology can be shown to have always played a very important part in the way in
which people, countries, and even languages have been represented: stereotypical
images normally derive from oversimplified and ideologically biased views, and
even language policies can be based on such views, which often derive from political
considerations. An early example of this is to be found in the Statutes of Iona, which
in 1609 prescribed that the education of eldest children born in the Hebrides should
be carried out in the Lowlands, so that they would learn English and thus help
overcome the “ignorance and incivility” perceived to exist in the Scottish islands:

it being undirstand that the ignorance and incivilitie of the saidis Iles hes daylie
incressit be the negligence of guid educatioun and instructioun of the youth in
the knowledge of God and good letters [...] it is inactit that every gentilman or
yeaman within the said Ilandis, or any of thame, haveing childerine maill or femell,
and being in goodis worth thriescore ky, sall put at the leist their eldest sone, or
haveing no children maill thair eldest dochter, to the scullis in the Lowland, and
interneny and bring thame up thair quhill that may be found able sufficientlie to
speik, reid and wryte Inglische.

(Register of the Privy Council, 1609, Vol. IX, 28-29, apud Innes (1993))

Gaelic had been associated with “incivilitie” for at least a century, as shown for
example in the Flyting of Dunbar and Kennedy, of 1508. However, this attitude
was rooted in political considerations: soon after the Statutes of Iona, an Act of
the Privy Council of 10th December 1616 also established parish schools with the
following premises:

httPs://doi.org/1o.1075/2.225.02dos
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Forsameikle as the Kingis Majestie having a speciall care and regaird that the trew
religioun be advancit and establisheit in all the pairtis of this kingdome and that all
his Majesties subjectis especiallie the youth, be exercised and trayned up in civilitie,
godliness, knawledge, and learning, that the vulgar Inglishe toung be universallie
plantit, and the Irische language, whilk is one of the cheif and principall causes of
the continewance of barbarite and incivilitie amongis the inhabitantis of the Ilis
and Heylandis, may be abolishit and removeit; [...].

(Act of the Privy Council of 10th December 1616, apud Innes (1993))

Closer to our times, the twentieth century has provided even more tragic examples
of how ideological bias can lead to the restriction of both languages and cultural
traditions, and indeed the attempt to eradicate them through genocide. Nor is
it anachronistic to use the word ‘genocide’ with reference to the attacks on the
life and culture of aboriginal peoples in America and Australia throughout late
Modern times. A long line of events based on political views, cultural attitudes,
and ultimately ideological stance can be shown to have characterized the ways in
which the relationship between Europeans and non-Europeans, and indeed among
Europeans, has unfolded over the centuries.

In what follows ideology will be investigated in a sample of documents con-
cerning the representation of Native Americans in eighteenth- and (mostly)
nineteenth-century treatises, travelogues, lectures and letters; special attention will
be paid to materials currently available in the Corufsia Corpus of History English
Texts (henceforth CHET, see Moskowich et al. (2019)), although other materials can
also be considered, such as those in the Evans Collection of Early American Imprints
and elsewhere. After an overview of the materials at hand, I will focus on those in
which Native Americans are mentioned, in order to assess the ideological quality
of such representations. My methodology will combine the analysis of corpus data
with qualitative observations on lexical choices and how such defining strategies
present contiguities with those observed in previous studies (see Moskowich et al.
(2019) and Dossena, 2013, 2015, and 2016); these findings will be interpreted fol-
lowing the discourse-historical approach outlined by Reisigl & Wodak (2009) and
Wodak (2014).

Within this framework, the importance of looking at textual occurrences in
‘context’ is of paramount significance: the social, political, and historical circum-
stances in which the texts were produced provide extralinguistic variables that can
account for the attitudes conveyed by the linguistic choices observed in the docu-
ments. These choices also help maintain (or - on the other hand — might attempt to
change) the very same circumstances in which they occurred; it is therefore crucial
to consider the texts in relation to their interdiscursive potential, in order to see
how they position themselves in the development of persistent cultural discourses
of discovery, conquest, settlement and identity.
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In this chapter, first of all I will present an outline of the texts under investiga-
tion, then I will focus on those in which Native American culture is presented; in the
central section of my study I will concentrate on the key topics discussed in these
texts and what ideological representations they convey; finally, some concluding
remarks will be offered.

2. The documents under investigation

CHET comprises different text types: in the eighteenth-century section there are
mostly treatises (14), but also three essays, a biography, a travelogue and a ‘narra-
tive’;! similarly, treatises account for the majority of texts in the nineteenth-century
section (14 again); in addition, there are two lectures and two textbooks, a bio-
graphical catalogue and a journal article. This greater attention to genres addressing
students or even lay audiences, rather than other scholars, is relevant in a study of
ideology in historical texts, as it may shed light on how views could be construed
and then propagated. In the nineteenth-century section there is also greater variety
both in terms of authors (six women as opposed to two in the eighteenth-century
section) and in terms of place of publication: in the eighteenth-century section,
out of twenty texts making up the sample, only two were published in America,
two in Ireland, and two in Scotland, while most were published in England; in the
nineteenth-century section, instead, three texts were published in the US, two in
Canada, four in Ireland, and one in Scotland, leaving 50% of the sample for texts
published in England.

Of all these texts, however, relatively few (8 altogether) deal with Native
Americans, which makes quantitative analyses hardly relevant; even so, they may
be of interest from a range of other perspectives. First of all, there is only one
lecture (Adams, 1770), while the other seven texts are treatises; of these, two are
authored by women (Warren, 1805 and Callcott, 1828). As for place of publication,
two texts were published in London (Adolphus, 1802 and Callcott, 1828), one was
published in Chicago (Breese, 1884), three were published in Boston (Penhallow,
1726, Adams, 1770 and Warren, 1805), and two were published in Toronto (Gray,
1872 and Kingsford, 1887).

Such remarks are very relevant for a qualitative analysis of the materials at hand:
for instance, in both treatises and lectures, i.e. in text types whose argumentative
quality can be remarkable, it is important to note the place of publication, as in texts
in which conflict is narrated, attitudes may depend on which side of the conflict

1. Classified by compilers as a “lecture”. Similarly, compilers have classified the biographical
catalogue in the nineteenth-century samples as a “dictionary”.
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the author supported. Similarly, attitudes may and often do vary over time — when
thirteen British colonies become the United States of America, the narration of the
events that led to their independence may be expressed in more favourable terms
in American accounts than in English ones.

Restricting our area of interest again to the documents in CHET in which
Native American culture is represented, the following overview can be offered,
starting from Table 1 below, in which authors, titles, dates and places of publication
are listed.

Table 1. Documents discussing Native Americans in CHET

Publication

Date Place Author Title

1726 Boston  Penhallow,  The history of the wars of New-England, with the Eastern
Samuel Indians. Or, A narrative of their continued perfidy and cruelty,
from the 10th of August, 1703. to the peace renewed 13th of
July, 1713. And from the 25th of July, 1722. to their submission
15th December, 1725. Which was ratified August 5th 1726.

1770 Boston  Adams, A concise, historical view of the perils, hardships, difficulties
Amos and discouragements which have attended the planting and
progressive improvements of New-England.

1802 London Adolphus,  The History of England, from the Accession of King George the
John Third, to the Conclusion of Peace in the Year one thousand
seven hundred and eighty-three.

1805 Boston  Warren, History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American
Mercy Otis  Revolution interspersed with Biographical, Political and Moral
Observations.

1828 London Callcott, A Short History of Spain.
Mary

1872 Toronto Gray, John  Confederation; or, The political and parliamentary history of
H. Canada, from the conference at Quebec, in October, 1864, to the
admission of British Columbia, in July, 1871.

1884 Chicago Breese, Early History of Illinois.
Sidney

1887 Toronto Kingsford,  The History of Canada.
William

While most titles appear to be merely descriptive, Penhallow (1726) and Adams
(1770) do provide their readers with an indication of what attitudes their texts
will convey: their titles include lexical items in which danger, hardships, bellig-
erence and cruelty are evoked, thus eliciting the readers’ emotional participation

EBSCChost - printed on 2/10/2023 3:18 AMvia . All use subject to https://ww.ebsco. confterns-of -use



EBSCChost -

Chapter 2. The representation of Native Americans in CHET documents

25

and indirectly invoking solidarity with their viewpoints. In this sense, such docu-
ments can be fruitfully investigated following the tenets of Appraisal theory (see
Hommerberg, 2011; Martin & White, 2005; White, 2007, 2015), which provides a
comprehensive and accurate framework for the study of phenomena in which the
interaction of semantics and pragmatics is particularly important.

Appraisal theory studies the linguistic construction of authorial voices and
textual personae starting from the presupposition that all texts interact with one
another, no matter how implicitly or explicitly, and respond to one another with
the expression of Attitude (e.g., emotional or affectual responses), Engagement (i.e.,
acknowledging, ignoring or rejecting different view-points, for instance employing
evidentiality, concessive forms and presumptions), or Graduation (i.e., strength-
ening or downtoning statements or their semantic focus). Expressions of Attitude
comprise three sub-systems: Affect (relating to emotion), Judgement (relating to
the implicit or explicit evaluation of behaviour with respect to social norms), and
Appreciation (relating to the evaluation of objects). In the (often argumentative)
texts under discussion here both Affect and Judgement can be identified in varying
degrees, as they enhance the persuasive quality of the discourse.

In the next section the main topics addressed in these documents will be out-
lined, in order to see what persuasive strategies are employed. Special attention will
be paid to lexical choices and the kind of affective response they may elicit; however,
other aspects will also be considered, such as references to the role of interpreters
and scouts, whose role as intermediaries could often be crucial, and what cultural
traits are highlighted. For reasons of space, only some salient examples will be pro-
vided; however, many of them will be quoted at length, as in several cases a broader
context is useful to assess how lexical choices convey stance by means of their in-
teraction also with other textual features, such as greater attention paid to specific
themes, e.g. warfare and its rituals. In this sense, the contents take shape on the
basis of linguistic features which, in turn, guide the readers’ interpretation through
the connotations they provide. Among such themes we find warfare, which is the
main object of interest in most texts, but also language and interactions with sub-
jects whose role was often of intermediation between Native and Euro-American
subjects — interpreters, of course, but also scouts, guides, missionaries and even
fur trappers.
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3. Native Americans in CHET
3.1 Cruelty, warfare, and other clichés

European readers had been extremely interested in the discoveries of the New
World right from the start. In England, for instance, the accounts collected by
Richard Hakluyt in Divers Voyages Touching the Discoverie of America (1582) and in
The Principall Navigations, Voyages and Traffiques of the English Nation (1589) pro-
vided both entertainment and useful pieces of information on what resources could
be accessed in those exotic territories. Indeed, in 1584 Hakluyt had published “A
Particuler Discourse Concerning the Greate Necessitie and Manifolde Commodyties
That Are Like to Growe to This Realme of Englande by the Westerne Discoueries Lately
Attempted”, in which Elizabeth I was invited to support the colonization schemes
of Walter Raleigh. In the text, economic, political and religious aims mingled and
supported each other, as English and Spanish antagonism concerned all three fields.
Among the arguments that were put forward, some (1, 2 and 11 below) address
religious issues pertaining to the strife between Catholic and Protestant countries;
others - 3, 4 and 5 — make economic considerations concerning both employment
and trade; finally, others - 6 and 15 - refer to the importance of taking this new and
possibly unique opportunity to prevent damage from opposing nations on account
of the greater wealth that the new colonies will afford:

1. That this westerne discoverie will be greately for the inlargement of the gospell
of Christe whereunto the Princes of the refourmed relligion are chefely bounde
amongest whome her Majestie is principall.

2. That all other englishe Trades are growen beggerly or daungerous, especially
in all the kinge of Spaine his Domynions, where our men are dryven to flinge
their Bibles and prayer Bokes into the sea, and to forsweare and renownce their
relligion and conscience and consequently theyr obedience to her Majestie.

3. 'That this westerne voyadge will yelde unto us all the commodities of Europe,
Affrica, and Asia, as far as wee were wonte to travell, and supply the wantes of
all our decayed trades.

4. That this enterprise will be for the manifolde imploymente of nombers of idle
men, and for bredinge of many sufficient, and for utterance of the greate quan-
titie of the commodities of our Realme.

5. That this voyage will be a great bridle to the Indies of the kinge of Spaine and
a means that wee may arreste at our pleasure for the space of teime weekes or
three monethes every yere, one or twoo hundred saile of his subjectes shippes
at the fysshinge in Newfounde Iande.

6. That the rischesse that the Indian Threasure wrought in time of Charles the late
Emperor father to the Spanishe kinge, is to be had in consideracion of the Q.
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moste excellent Majestie, leaste the contynuall commynge of the like threasure
from thence to his sonne, worke the unrecoverable annoye of this Realme,
whereof already wee have had very dangerous experience.

[...]

11. That the Spaniardes have executed most outragious and more then Turkishe
cruelties in all the west Indies, whereby they are every where there, become
moste odious unto them, whoe woulde joyne with us or any other moste will-
ingly to shake of their moste intollerable yoke, and have begonne to doo it
already in dyvers places where they were Lordes heretofore.

[...]

15. That spedie plantinge in divers fitt places is moste necessarie upon these luckye
westerne discoveries for feare of the daunger of being prevented by other na-
tions which have the like intentions, with the order thereof and other reasons
therewithall alleaged. (Hakluyt, 1584)

In this list of points Native populations are only mentioned indirectly in 11, when
Spanish cruelty is evoked, and a claim is made that those same populations would
welcome English rule, in order to shake off that “most intolerable yoke”.

In actual fact, all European settlers attempted to subdue Native populations,
although in times of war different nations would side with different armies. In the
CHET documents, for instance, great attention is paid to the French and Indian
wars, and all accounts include anecdotes about ambushes, battles, the captivity of
hostages, the enemies’ cruelty and the heroic resistance of the side whose story is
being recounted. Some passages exploit what would become clichés of captivity
narratives and present almost graphic details of the tortures that were inflicted by
one side on the other. William Kingsford’s text? is a case in point: the negotiations
he describes while mixing them with comments on Indian torture strategies is rem-
iniscent of representations that were stereotypical in novels, dime novels, and even
paintings (see Rosso, 2016 and Cartosio, 2016). In the excerpt below, for instance,
not only does he describe what tortures could the prisoner expect, but he also offers
a snapshot in which enemy scalps are waved as a non-verbal act of defiance:

2. William Kingsford (London 1819 - Toronto 1898), historian, was born in London. In 1837
he went to Canada with his regiment and obtained his discharge in 1840; in 1841 he entered the
office of the city surveyor of Montreal and later he was employed on the Hudson River Railway,
on the Panama Isthmus Railway, and on the Grand Trunk Railway. In 1873 he was appointed
by the Canadian government engineer in charge of the harbours of the Great Lakes and the St.
Lawrence; but in 1879 he was dismissed and he devoted his later life to historical research. The
first volume of his History of Canada appeared in 1887, and the tenth and last volume in 1898.
(Wallace, 1948: 111, 337-338).
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Marguerie was en parole, bound to return, and the life of Godefroy depended on
his presence, if war were persevered in. He himself ran the chance of having his
fingers cut off one by one with oyster shells, to be scalded, to receive red hot ashes
on the scalped skull, and to be burned by a slow fire. He cast aside all personal
considerations and recommended a refusal of the demand. [...]. In the interval
communication was held with the Indians through Father Ragueneau and the in-
terpreter Nicolet, both speaking Huron, which the Iroquois understood; the latter
knowing perfectly the language. [...]. The Indians saw that they had nothing to
hope for, as their force was outnumbered; so waving some Algonquin scalps in
token of defiance, they prepared to return. ~ (CHET, Kingsford, 1887:174-175)

Kingsford describes the Iroquois’ aim “to prevent all settlement in the territory
adjoining their homes; to make it desolate, so that neither the white men, nor rival
tribes should live in their neighbourhood to be a threat to them” (1887:185). This
is in fact a legitimate aspiration, and the author admits that their motive is “one of
personal security” (Kingsford, 1887: 185). Nonetheless, the Iroquois are described
as formidable enemies and the torture of their prisoners is almost routine in its
elliptical summary; hostages expect death daily, but make “hair-breadth escapes”,
and the qualifier draws attention to the (almost) fictional quality of the narration:

On arriving at the Mohawk village there were the usual tortures, nails torn away,
fingers cut off, the captives forced to run the gauntlet, with all the known system-
atic Indian cruelty. [...]. Jogues lived a year in captivity, daily expecting death. He
attended some Indians to Albany, where, by the help of the Dutch, he managed to
secrete himselfin a vessel, and after several hair-breadth escapes reached New York.

(CHET, Kingsford 1887:185)

On the other hand, the same fighting and torture techniques could be adopted
by all sides; in the following excerpt, the Natives are the victims and some get
scalped by Europeans; cruelty is also justified on religious grounds, as a Jesuit is
seen as both an accomplice of the Natives who sided with the French and as an
opponent in terms of doctrine. Finally, comments are also offered on the attitude
of a Quaker man, who refused to join the garrison and whose family suffered as
a result. Clearly the author’s views are not conveyed as explicitly in this case as in
the case of the Jesuit, but the text clearly implies that ridiculing military power can
have dire consequences:

The Indians were under amazing Terror; [...]. Our Men purfued them fo warmly,
that feveral were {lain on the fpot; more got into their Canoos, & others ran into
the River; which was fo rapid and the falls in fome places {o great, that many of
them were drowned. [...]. The number of the dead which we fcalpt, were twenty fix,
befides Mounfieur Ralle the Jesuit, who was a Bloody Incendiary, and Inftrumental
to moft of the Mifchiefs that were done us, by preaching up the Doctrine of merit-
ing Salvation by the deftruction of Hereticks. [...]. About feventy French Mohawks
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were now making a defcent on our Frontiers, who divided into feveral Parties and
kill’d a great number of Cattel. Some of them fell on the Houfe of John Hanfon
of Dover, who being a {tiff Quaker, full of Enthufiafm, and ridiculing the Military
Power, would on no account be influenced to come into Garrifon; by which means
his whole Family (then at home,) being eight in number, were all kill'd and taken.
But fome time after his Wife and two or three of his Children were redeemed with
confiderable Pains and Expence. (CHET, Penhallow, 1726:106)?

As for contrasts between different nations, Kingsford provides some comments
on the territories that were affected and some stress is placed on the fact that the
Iroquois generally attacked “when the odds were in their favour”; however, it may
be difficult to ascertain whether this was actually the case, or if it was the explana-
tion offered by those who had been defeated by them:

By 1649 there were no more Hurons to destroy. Accordingly, the whole strength
of the Iroquois was turned against the Saint Lawrence. They had even, as has been
remarked, attacked the Abenakis. Throughout Canada, the inhabitants lived in con-
tinual danger. The Indians even ravaged the Island of Orleans. Individually, great
gallantry was shewn. The men who were brought face to face with the Iroquois
never failed to give a good account of themselves. As a rule, they were overwhelmed
by numbers, for the Iroquois seldom attacked, but when the odds were in their
favour. (CHET, Kingsford, 1887:195)

Ideological stance is thus seen to characterize representations of warfare; while this
may be predictable on account of the argumentative quality of the discussion, it
may be less obvious to find ideology also in the linguistic representations that will
be the object of the next section.

3.2 Ideology in language representation: Wigwam words
and eloquent speeches

Like in art (Cartosio, 2010, 2016), also in linguistic representations Native
Americans could have two diametrically opposed images: savage warriors who
spoke harsh and guttural languages, or idealised, ‘vanishing Indians” (Dixon, 1913),

3. According to the entry in Encyclopedia Britannica, Samuel Penhallow (St Mabon, Cornwall,
1665 - Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 1726) emigrated to Massachusetts in 1686. At first he was
commissioned by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in New England to study the
Indian languages and to preach to the Natives, but he later took on various administrative offices.
In 1714 he was appointed a justice of the superior court of judicature and from 1717 until his
death he was chief justice of that court. His History of the War of New England with the Eastern
Indians, or a Narrative of their Continued Perfidy and Cruelty (1726) covers the years from 1703
to 1726.
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whose eloquence could be (and often was) compared with that of Classical orators
(Dossena, 2015). Of course both images were equally based on myths construed by
Euro-American commentators; however, they proved highly influential. Although
Bellin (2000:6) is careful to stress that “Indian ‘voices’ in American texts exist in
translation — [...] [in the sense that] they have been transmitted in an alien mo-
dality and languages, [and] they have been shaped by the visions and ideologies of
Euro-America,”* they have been employed to convey specific attitudes to readers
across time. For instance, when the right of Furo-Americans to acquire territories
had to be defended, the argument was often made that Native populations were de-
clining anyway: Gilbert Malcolm Sproat® claimed that “the experience of the Jesuits
in California, and of the earliest settlers in the American and British territories on
the North Pacific, affords proof of the tendency of the savages to extinction, even
before white people went amongst them” (1868:274-275). However, Sproat himself
found that contact with colonists was nefarious, as change was “not to civilization,
but to that abased civilization which is, in reality, worse than barbarism itself. He
[the Indian] is a vain, idle offensive creature, from whom one turns away with a
preference for the thorough savage in his isolated condition” (1868:285).

Sproat’s contradictory attitude is mirrored in an equally ambivalent attitude
to language that is found in many books, in which the Natives™ ‘natural eloquence’
was exalted, although neither the reading public nor perhaps many compilers could
access it in its original form. In fact, commentators tried to express their evalu-
ations of Native languages on the basis of what they could expect their readers
to recognize and understand. John McIntosh called Algonquin “the Italian of the
western continent” on account of its vowel system, and emphasized positive traits
which were often found in elocution manuals, such as elegance, harmony, “richness
of expression, [...] variety of turns, [...] propriety of terms, and [...] regularity”
(1853:93-94). Similarly, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft® labelled Algonquin “the court
language of the Indian” (1857:673), thus applying Euro-American models of ‘po-
liteness’ and sociolinguistic evaluation.

4. A study of the linguistic reliability of transcriptions and translations is beyond the scope of
this paper; however, interesting comments are provided by Merrell (2006, 2013: 60-63), Guthrie
(2007), and McNenly (2014).

5. Sproat (1834-1913) was a Canadian businessman, government agent, Indian reserve com-
missioner, magistrate, and author of Scottish origin (Foster, 2003).

6. Schoolcraft (1793-1864) was an American explorer and ethnologist; best known for his
discovery of the source of the Mississippi River, as superintendent of Indian affairs for Michigan
in 1836 he concluded a treaty with the Ojibwa in which they ceded much of northern Michigan
to the United States (Encyclopedia Britannica).
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Interest in Native languages was also found on the part of missionaries, who
had drawn up grammars and dictionaries of those languages for decades (Eliot,
1666; Stevens, 1956; Swiggers, 2009); however, their aim was to learn to commu-
nicate effectively, not necessarily to set down linguistic notes so that languages
could be preserved. Still, it is on account of that very aim that a certain degree of
reliability can be expected; in other text types, authenticity could simply be evoked
by means of recognisable lexis, which Lepore (2001) has called “wigwam words” -
i.e., Native items that function as overt markers of cultural identity, and which are
not normally translated, though they could be, as they contribute to stylistic effect.

Like other texts, also those in CHET include such vocabulary; indeed, the word
wigwam itself occurs in Kingsford’s text in two instances in which the word village
or settlement would not convey the same sense of estrangement: in both cases it
refers to the place where the protagonists were held captive, and therefore a familiar
lexical item would not be consistent with the misery that is meant to be conveyed.
In the second example, however, religious associations and a greater sense of under-
standing emerge from the protagonist’s decision to return after the embassy is over:

Shortly afterwards, Pére Bressani was made a prisoner, equally to be tormented. He
was given to a family to replace a grandfather; but he was of little use in an Indian
wigwam, so the Dutch managed to ransom him at the cost of three hundred livres,
[...]. The embassy reached the Mohawk. Jogues [...] was impressed by his recep-
tion at the scene of his former sufferings. He was promised a constant welcome in
the wigwam of the family in which he had passed so many months of misery, and
finding some Christian Huron Indians among the Iroquois, he administered to
them religious consolation. The consideration which he received determined him
to return to the Mohawks, after communicating the result of his mission.

(CHET, Kingsford, 1887:185, 188)

As for the evocation of gruesome authenticity, a notorious lexical item, tomahawk,
features in the narration of how the same missionary is killed. In this paragraph
the intention to fight the French is summarized in the metaphorical phrase “to
take up the hatchet against them”: this time, the name of the weapon is given in
English - a lexical choice that may derive from the wish to avoid repetitions, but
which may reserve the Native item for a more brutal context, so as to stress the
savage quality of the act:

Jogues proceeded to carry out his purpose of returning to the Hudson. As he as-
cended the Richelieu he met canoes on the river, from whom the reports of the state
of feeling of the Mohawks was unsatisfactory. There had been a poor crop: there
was more than the usual sickness, and the cause was assigned to the bewitching
influences created by the box left behind by Jogues. It had been stated that the
intention of the French was to destroy the Mohawks, and that they took this form
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of doing so, and a strong appeal had been made to take up the hatchet against
them. [...]; Jogues [...] was seized and carried prisoner to the old spot. There was
not unanimity with regard to him; some of the tribe wished to save his life. On the
evening of the 18th October, 1646, Jogues was invited to a supper; and as he was
entering the tent, his skull was cleft in two by a tomahawk.

(CHET, Kingsford, 1887:189)

On the other hand, exotic forms of communication are not restricted to vocabulary,
as gestures may function as powerful pragmatic moves. Sincerity, trustworthiness
and gratitude, for instance, may be encoded by the donation of skins. Even more
significant from the pragmatic point of view is the case of wampum belts, which are
used to validate predications (Merrell, 2013:63-65), as in the following example:

as a token of the sincerity of the Six Nations, we do here, in the name of all, present
our great queen, with the belts of wampum. [...] “To confirm to you that we will
see your request executed, we lay down this string of wampum in return for yours.”
Then turning to the Delawares, holding a belt of wampum in his hand, he spoke to
them as follows: [...]. This string of wampum serves to forbid you, your children,
and grandchildren to the latest posterity, for ever, meddling in land affairs; neither
you, nor any who shall descend from you, are ever hereafter to presume to sell any
land; for which purpose you are to preserve this string, in memory of what your
uncles have this day given you in charge. (McIntosh, 1853:270, 296, 297)

Another very significant gesture is smoking a calumet; in the following instance,
smoking together bears witness to the sincerity of the participants and is interpreted
as a sign of good will on both sides; the ritual is expected to dispel animosity like
smoke is expected to vanish into air:

I smoke this pipe in evidence of my sincerity. If you are sincere, you will receive it
from me. My only desire is, that we should smoke it together [...]. When this pipe
touches your lip, may it operate as a blessing upon all my tribe. May the smoke rise
like a cloud, and carry away with it all the animosities which have arisen between
us. (Mclntosh, 1853:284-285)

Breese, another author in CHET, describes a scene in which the European protag-
onist refuses to be the first to offer the pipe, lest it may give an impression of weak-
ness. Indeed, this choice results in admiration on the part of his opponents, who
manifest this with other instances of non-verbal communication, such as rubbing
the friars’ feet with bear’s oil and buffalo fat, and feeding them three morsels of
meat as a politeness move.’

7. Sidney Breese (Whitesboro, NY, 1800 - Pinkneyville, Perry County, Ill., 1878) was a senator
for Illinois, then served as Speaker of the Illinois House of Representatives and finally became
Chief Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court (see the Biographical Directory of the US Congress).
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La Salle formed his boats in a line across the river, and assumed an appearance
as formidable as his little fleet would allow. Some of the Indians fled, some seized
their arms, but La Salle, alone and unattended, was in the midst, but he did not
present the calumet, lest it might be regarded as an evidence of conscious weakness.
Struck by his courage and bold bearing, the savages, though thousands in number,
presented that mystic symbol to him, and soon a friendly intercourse was effected.
They rubbed the uncovered feet of the friars with bear’s oil and the fat of the buffalo,
and then fed them with meat, putting, with great ceremony, the first three morsels
into their mouths, as a mark of great civility. (CHET, Breese, 1884:109)

Given that cultures were so distant, there was always the possibility that gestures
could be misunderstood, with unpredictable but often disastrous outcomes. In this
respect, then, the role of interpreters proved crucial in many circumstances, though
of course the level of their linguistic competence cannot be assumed to have been
homogeneous. Some examples of their activity are discussed in the next section.

3.3 Interpreters and scouts, missionaries and trappers

In many cases the role of interpreter was played by Natives belonging to different
nations; in other cases, scouts, trappers and indeed missionaries could conduct
negotiations in languages they had acquired through contact and self-teaching.
However, their aims were typically utilitarian, and it cannot be excluded that trans-
lation could sometimes be less than bona fide, although of course deliberate misrep-
resentations could have serious consequences too. In the excerpts below, different
instances of the various situations that might occur are provided by the authors
quoted in CHET; in the first one, the scouts are from the Miami nation and inform
Peorias of the arrival of Europeans who are allied with their Iroquois enemies;
however, the Europeans’ communicative skills manage to overcome distrust, thus
indirectly drawing attention to their supposedly superior pragmatic competence:

Although some scouts from the Miamis, [...], informed them that La Salle’s designs
were hostile, and that he was in league with their ancient enemy, the Iroquois, [...],
yet his sagacity, self-possession and consummate address overcame their distrust,
whilst the meek bearing and unaffected simplicity of the ill-clad, bare-footed friars
excited their sympathy, won their confidence, and aided, essentially, in placing their
relations upon the most amicable footing. (CHET, Breese, 1884:110)

His Early History of Illinois, published posthumously, is an account of the ninety years of French
presence in Illinois, from 1673 to 1763.
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The author goes on to remark that the Peorias “seem to have been a humane and
an inoffensive people, by no means warlike or treacherous, and living in no dread
but of the Iroquois” (1884:110). Indeed, comments on the varying levels of hostility
that existed among the different nations towards one another (not least on account
of the alliances that could be formed with European traders and settlers) is often
the object also of Kingsford’s remarks — see the example below:

The hostility of the Iroquois had even been intensified by the presence of the
French. The Hurons indeed came to be regarded as the allies and supporters of
the hated white man on the Saint Lawrence, against whom constant war was to
be waged. Every settlement above Three Rivers was an additional threat to the
Indian. The River Richelieu, discharging into the Saint Lawrence, was looked upon
by the Iroquois as the boundary of French power. Such limit might be tolerated
for the purpose of barter and trade. The establishment of the French at Montreal
furnished an additional cause for exterminating the Hurons. [...]. The missions
lasted fifteen years. Their operations had gradually widened, [...]. Nevertheless,
they were asking for more priests; when it was physical support which was needed
to stay the destruction of the people who, to a greater or less degree, they were
striving to influence to accept their teaching. (CHET, Kingsford 1887:201)

Kingsford observes that the Hurons were about to disappear, and yet the missionar-
ies who were supposed to look after their souls did not ask for sufficient support also
to look after their physical preservation. Looking back on the controversies of the
previous century, the author comments quite extensively on how settlements were
perceived as threatening, and the kind of antagonism existing between Hurons and
Iroquois is distinctly reminiscent of the representations found in James Fenimore
Cooper’s novels. This is seen also in the note on an interpreter whose heroic be-
haviour, strength and endurance evoke those of Natty Bumppo, the protagonist of
The Leatherstocking Tales (1827-1841):

Frangois Marguerie and Thomas Godefroy fell into an Iroquois ambush. The for-
mer appears as one of the most chivalrous characters of these early days: in a
critical period recommending a course of action in order to save the community,
at the risk of being subjected to a slow death amid continuous torture. He was an
interpreter, having gained a knowledge of the Huron language, and is mentioned
by de Brébeeuf, when but twenty-two, as possessed of strength and endurance
remarkable even in the savage community in which he lived.

(CHET, Kingsford, 1887:174-175)

As a matter of fact, contact in Quebec was both frequent and indeed sought after,
as the fur trade required interaction between European settlers and Native nations;
as Breese (1884) remarks, this was closely linked to christianisation, and in this
case the stereotypical metaphor of “forest children” is employed to designate the
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latter, thus recurring to a paternalistic label which was also mirrored in references
to ‘Father’ when a Euro-American leader was meant (Dossena, 2015):

The Hurons frequently visited Quebec, and as they supplied the costly furs and
the valuable peltries, they were much caressed, particularly by the Directors of the
Company of New France, who made large profits by their friendship. [...]. These
[Jesuit priests] are the first missionaries of whom we have any record, to light the
fires of Christianity in the wilds of the upper lakes, and the mission they established
near Lake Iroquois, and denominated Saint Joseph, was the first dwelling place of
the members of the Company of Jesus — of those who worshiped the true God in
those barbarous regions. The forest children flocked to it in crowds, and in the
bosoms of many, sentiments of devotion were enkindled, which soon led to their
conversion. (CHET, Breese, 1884:74)

This draws attention to the fact that the fur trade was not devoid of political and
even religious interferences; Breese (1884) also remarks on the competition be-
tween Protestant and Catholic adventurers for an obviously indispensable support
of Native nations — see the quotation below:

At the time of their [the Jesuits’] advent to Quebec in 1622, dissensions existed
there to an alarming extent, caused by some French Protestants engaging in the fur
trade, and who, if successful, might secure the favor of the natives to such a degree
as to deprive the Catholic portion of the adventurers from any participation in it.

(CHET, Breese, 1884:98)

Kingsford (1887), instead, provides an outline of what arrangements were made by
a French company established in the first half of the seventeenth century for the
settlement of the Montreal area. Fur trading was ceded to local inhabitants except
in specific areas; in addition, a fixed quantity of beaver skins had to be given to an
earlier company. What is even more interesting is the number of emigrants that
was expected to be sent from France to Canada every year — however, how volun-
tary such emigration could be, how it was encouraged, and how those strategies
compared with mechanisms established in Britain for the promotion of emigration,
would deserve more in-depth investigation in other archival documents:

It was in 1645, that a change was made in the organization of the Company, [...].
The fur trade was ceded in community to the inhabitants, excluding that of Acadia,
Miscou, and Cape Breton. [...]. Twenty emigrants were to be sent annually to
Canada from France, and one thousand Ibs. of beaver skins were to be paid each
year to the old Company. (CHET, Kingsford, 1887:188)

printed on 2/10/2023 3:18 AMvia . All use subject to https://ww. ebsco. conlterns-of -use



36

Marina Dossena

EBSCChost -

4. Concluding remarks

A preliminary quantitative approach to CHET showed that only a relatively small
number of texts could be considered, in order to answer research questions on how
Native Americans were represented in the corpus. Instead, what was much more
fruitful was a qualitative investigation of the texts at hand, as they could be read
on the basis of both a Discourse-Historical approach and within the framework of
Appraisal theory.

These methodological choices were found to be appropriate for a discussion of
texts which are broadly categorised as ‘historical’, but from many of which objec-
tivity can hardly be expected, not least because the treatises themselves proclaim
their argumentative quality already on their title pages. Readers are thus invited
to share their point of view and sympathise with the authors’ opinions, whether it
is to express judgements on the actions of both enemies and allies or to respond
affectively to narrations of cruelty, heroic deeds, and other events eliciting emo-
tional participation.

Given the mutable, but always asymmetrical, power relationship existing be-
tween Europeans and Native nations, the texts are seldom exempt from generalisa-
tions concerning the ways in which the new (and very exotic) world is represented.
Indeed, lexical choices often reinforce stereotypical images even in the situations
where a greater ethnographic interest might appear between the lines. All Native
nations are represented in the same ambivalent terms that are found throughout
late Modern times - as fierce warriors and savage enemies, but also as cultures
doomed to extinction: in this sense the texts in CHET follow patterns found in
other collections. In addition, European antagonisms are also found to contribute
to the ways in which both North and South American Natives are discussed. As
both France and Spain were enemies for British and American readers, their in-
volvement results in triangular relationships in which the representation of Native
nations varies depending on their being allies of one side or the other and/or on
their being victims of French and Spanish settlers.

Although the texts discussed here were published over two centuries, were
authored by both men and women on both sides of the Atlantic, and belonged
to apparently different genres, the ideology underpinning them seems to be con-
sistent despite the differences that could be suggested by heterogeneity in time
and place of publication, authorship, and textual typology. While implicitly or
explicitly reinforcing tenets of Euro-American superiority, it was a long-lasting
ideology that could also convey a certain degree of ‘imperialist nostalgia’ — and
it would not be till the late twentieth century that such views would begin to be
addressed critically.
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CHAPTER 3

An introduction to CHET,
the Corpus of History English Texts

Isabel Moskowich

Universidade da Corufia

So I hope that the significance of history will not be thought to lie in its general
propositions, as if these were the flower and fruit of the whole endeavour, but
that its value will be seen to consist in its taking a familiar, perhaps commonplace
theme, an everyday melody, and composing inspired variations on it ... and thus
disclosing in the original theme a whole world of profundity, power, and beauty.
For this, however, there is required above all great artistic facility, creative vision,
loving absorption in the empirical data. (Nietzsche, Human, All Too Human, 93)

1. Historical knowledge

The sudden growth and development of the scientific method, itself giving rise to
the scientific revolution, made clear that the various disciplines of scholarly inves-
tigation were not all the same. In particular, the observational and natural sciences,
and indeed any field that used mathematics as a universal language, came to occupy
a distinct position in the realm of knowledge, one not so readily available to other
areas. An intense interest grew in discoveries, in the exploration of the world (and
beyond), and in the classification of the phenomena within it. As a result of this,
disciplines not grounded in the scientific method, those with no methodological
tenets of replicability or the reliance on mathematical certainties, seemed to evolve
more slowly in the Modern period, and indeed are still not regarded as “pure” sci-
ence today. Such is the case with History.

From the Old French estoire, the term history originally denoted the relation
of incidents, either true or false, and was first introduced into English in the 14th
century. The fact that no distinction between history and story existed in the English
language until the middle of the eighteenth century (1756, according to the OED)
may serve to illustrate the limits of the discipline, and of the object of study itself,
prior to this time. However, the etymology of the term can ultimately be traced to
ancient Greek, where ioTopia, istoria, referred to “a learning or knowing by inquiry;
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an account of one’s inquiries, history, record, narrative” (Harper, 2010-2017), and
was related to historein (“inquire”) and histor (“wise man, judge”). This in turn
suggests that History relied more heavily on facts and records than on the word of
established, foundational authorities, as was the case with most fields of knowledge
before and indeed after Scholasticism. Perhaps it is this characteristic of History that
makes it difficult to classify as a science, a point which has been widely recognised,
in that “no other discipline has its portals so wide open to the general public as
history. In no other discipline is the transition from the dilettante to the professional
so gradual” (Huizinga et al., 1984:39).

Also, according to the definitions of science that emerged from the scientific
method, History could not be considered a science in that historical facts cannot
be verified by the repetition of experiments. It may thus be safer to cling to the
idea that History deals with the interpretation of the past and that, hence, it is a
subjective endeavour, its conclusions never directly verifiable. Yet the discipline’s
object of study, the limits therein, are also curiously fuzzy and hard to pin down.
The traditional definition of History as the study of events affecting Humankind
since the emergence of writing (thus distinguishing it from pre-history) is itself un-
satisfying, in that historical studies, both in the academic realm and more broadly,
cover periods for which no written record exists. Technological advances allow
present-day researchers to use alternative methods for the reconstruction and anal-
ysis of past events (carbon 14 dating, forensic techniques, etc...). Moreover, recent
years have seen an interesting branching of the field, with the emergence of Cultural
History, Political History, Social History, History of Science, etc., and in these new
disciplines we can easily perceive a variety of slightly different objects of study and
approaches. In the Modern Period no such branches existed. In contrast, History as
we understand it today was not very different from medieval physics (a branch of
philosophy) and eighteenth-century Natural Philosophy, concerned with the study
of mankind and the natural world from a general point of view. Besides, closely
related disciplines, such as what we today know as Historiography (or the approach
to the methodologies used in historical studies) did not exist in their own right in
the Modern Period. The word historiography was originally a synonym for history
itself, in that a historiographer was simply an alternative term denoting a historian
(or even ‘chronicler’) in the early Modern period, as shown by the creation of the
title of Historiographer Royal in England in 1660 (Saslow, 1978).! It was not until
the eighteenth century and the Enlightenment that Historiography/History began
to resort to rigorous methods, under the influence of Voltaire in France and Hume
in England in their (failed) fight for a rationalistic approach to historical studies

1. Dryden himself occupied this post from 1670 (Ham, 1935).
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(Jaki, 1993; De Syon, 1999; see also Alfaya this volume). At that time, and perhaps
with the help of Edward Gibbon’s The Decline of the Roman Empire (sampled in the
Corpus of History English Texts), History became an independent discipline. During
the nineteenth century the prime focus for scholars was that of institutional change
and how constitutional governments had developed. The nineteenth-century idea
of academic History indeed only came to be clearly defined in the last quarter of
the twentieth century (Salevouris & Furay, 2015). However, the academic shift to-
wards professionalisation had its beginnings in Germany in the nineteenth century
(Hoeferle, 2011) with new teaching methods in universities such as Géttingen, and
was accompanied by the birth of the first scholarly journals on the subject. Indeed,
throughout the second half of the nineteenth century an abundance of explanatory
models of History appeared. Let us bear in mind that this was a time in which the
biological world was increasingly understood in terms of evolution and scientific
progress, rather than being guided by eternal and immutable laws, and progressive
historians thus began to see the present in the past and to reject the view that the
living world was static and law-driven.

2. Compilation principles in CHET

Considering the ideas discussed above, it does not seem unreasonable to include the
field of History in the Corufia Corpus of English Scientific Writing (CC). However,
we have done this after considering at length the issue of whether History and
Historiography are in fact sciences at all. The scientific method would certainly
exclude the area of historical study, in that historical events cannot be directly ver-
ified. Yet such a strict application of any such boundaries would also exclude a field
such as Theoretical Physics from the sciences. The Corpus of History English Texts
(CHET) is a specialised corpus in the sense proposed by Connor & Upton (2004:2):

Instead of being compiled for the representativeness of language across a large
number of communicative purposes, specialized corpora often focus on one par-
ticular genre e.g. research papers, letters or business requests or specific situation
(e.g. academic lectures, office communications in business).

The texts we have included in CHET vary a great deal in nature, although they
all have in common the fact that they narrate events in the past that are related
to human communities. In the spirit of maximal inclusivity, we have compiled
samples of texts that present-day historians would probably consider to be records,
rather than texts on History in a strict sense. Such is the case with the 1739 trave-
logue by Elizabeth Justice, A Voyage to Russia: describing the Laws, Manners, and
Cuftoms, of that great Empire, as governd, at this prefent, by that excellent Princefs, the
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Czarina. Shewing the Beauty of her Palace, the Grandeur of her Courtiers, the Forms
of Building at Petersburgh, and other Places: with feveral entertaining Adventures,
that happened in the Pafage by Sea, and Land. Another text included, The history
and antiquities of the cathedral church of Salisbury; illustrated with a series of engrav-
ings, of views, elevations, plans, and details of that edifice: also etchings of the ancient
(Bigland, 1810),” is a dictionary or catalogue of terms about engravings and their
evolution in relation to historical facts. However awkwardly such texts sit within
our current notion of academic History, their inclusion is justified on the grounds
that they reflect the field as it was understood in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, and thus they constitute a solid grounding for the corpus.

Not surprisingly, the texts in the earlier part of CHET are more likely to seem
awkward in this sense. Hence, John Oldmixon’s Memoirs of Ireland from the Resto-
ration, to the Present Times, published in 1716, is classified as a (historical) treatise,
just like Montagu Burrows’ The History of the Foreign Policy of Great Britain (1895).
The corpus thus reflects the dynamic nature of the discipline and, above all, the
kinds of communicative formats or genres within it as they adapt their forms to
different functions and audiences at a time when there are no clear methodological
tendencies within the discipline, in contrast to Astronomy, Philosophy or other
fields of knowledge.

As the third discipline-specific corpus within the larger Corufia Corpus project,
CHET was planned and compiled following the same guidelines as the two pre-
viously compiled subcorpora, CETA (Corpus of English Texts on Astronomy) and
CEPhiT (Corpus of English Philosophy Texts). All are intended to be mutually com-
plementary, in that they all contain samples of English texts published between 1700
and 1900 (Moskowich and Parapar, 2008). As with the previous two subcorpora,
CHET is a specialised corpus as it is also “delimited by a specific register, discourse
domain or subject-matter” (De Beaugrande, 2001: 11). Although specialised, CHET
is not small (Aston, 1997) as “the term specialized corpora does not necessarily
imply that the corpora in question are small” (Flowerdew, 2004: 10), and all the
sub-corpora in the CC contain around 400,000 words.

The whole CC, with its different sub-corpora, has been designed to complement
other corpora which are also specialised and diachronic (Moskowich, 2011), among
these A Representative Corpus of Historical English Registers (ARCHER, 1650-1999),
The Lampeter Corpus of Early Modern English Tracts (1640-1740), Middle English

2. Works such as diaries and travelogues were no less important than entirely methodological
works. As Nietzsche noted, method is useless if it does not provide some creativity. “Having thus
become critical of speculative philosophy, he sought to develop an analysis that could explain
historical change by attending to the opposite of universals: local realities” (Johnson, 2017). An
impeccable method does not necessarily lead to an equally impeccable analysis.
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Medical Texts (MEMT, 1350-1500) and The Helsinki Corpus of English Texts (up to
1710). In terms of domain, the Lampeter Corpus represents Science in general, and
thus all the parts of the CC are more specific. The CC is also more specific than the
Helsinki Corpus of English Texts, originally compiled for the study of the evolution of
English in general rather than for the study of the evolution of particular registers.
Although both the CC and ARCHER focus on scientific writing, they differ in that
ARCHER includes material extracted from the Philosophical Transactions whereas
CC offers a representation of longer formats and different genres.

The intention of the compilers of CHET was to offer linguistic material that
allowed scholars to investigate not only the language of late Modern English writers
on History, but also to provide the tools to go one step further and explore how
these writers interacted not only with their epistemic communities but with the
reading public in general, in the sense that History at the time was perhaps open
to a broader readership than other disciplines.

During the Modern English period, knowledge in all its branches, and with all
its limits, was viewed from an entirely different perspective from our own twenty-
first century one. As noted elsewhere (Crespo & Moskowich, 2010) boundaries be-
tween the fields of knowledge were fuzzy in the past, and the methods that are now
characteristic of science and academic research were only just beginning to be used
in (a few) experimental works. As was the case with the previous two subcorpora
of the CC, on Astronomy and Philosophy, such a notion presents a considerable
challenge in the compilation of a corpus representative of scientific and academic
English. In order to be as inclusive as possible in identifying and compiling the
samples, we sought a balance between Modern and present-day perspectives on
History. In doing so, and as with the previous subcorpora, UNESCO’s (1988) clas-
sification of scientific fields has been combined with our knowledge of the texts
and their time of composition prior to making any decisions.

As the third of the subcorpora in the overall project, CHET has many char-
acteristics common to its predecessors, these principally derived from the general
principles of compilation. One of these, for instance, is that each text sample is ac-
companied by a metadata file that can be directly accessed from the corpus software
or used as a filter of information (see About the Corpus of History English Texts in the
INFO tab of the Corunia Corpus Tool https://ruc.udc.es/dspace/handle/2183/21849).
This metadata includes information on both the author and on the text sampled.

CHET follows the general structure and principles of the CC, with two
10,000-word text extracts collected for each decade, in the belief that this ensures
an optimal representativeness. Therefore, each century is represented by a total
of some 200,000 words. As seen in Table 1 below, CHET in fact includes 201,938
words for the eighteenth century and 202,486 for the nineteenth, totalling 404,424.
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Table 1. Words in CHET

Century N of words
Eighteenth century 201938
Nineteenth century 202486
TOTAL 404424

We have also followed CC principles in including only edited and printed prose
texts. We have used first editions whenever possible and, when not, we have chosen
versions dating from less than thirty years after the original publication of the work,
a stipulation which reflects Kyt6, Rudanko & Smittenberg’s claim that language
change can be perceived within 30-year periods (2000:92). We have also selected
fragments from different parts of the works sampled, so as to avoid the skewing
of data due to the stylistic repetition of rhetorical patterns within specific sections
of a work.

As part of the CC, the time-span of CHET is delimited by extra-linguistic factors
relating to three aspects of life: political changes, scientific changes and communica-
tive changes. In the case of social and political changes, these limits are established
by the Restoration of the English monarchy in the late seventeenth-century and the
end of the Victorian era. Regarding scientific changes, the emergence of the scien-
tific method is of paramount importance. Accompanied by the foundation of the
Royal Society of London, the so-called Scientific Revolution brought with it ideas of
clarity and simplicity, such as the basic linguistic or stylistic lines in the presentation
of scientific work, and had an impact on all disciplines. However, such an impact
was not simultaneous across disciplines, and indeed the texts gathered in CHET
are a good example of the late adaptation to the new trends in historical writing.

The upper time-limit is set at 1900, this date reflecting a moment in time when
significant events in the history of science marked dramatic changes (Moskowich,
2012). These include the discovery of the electron in 1896, the crisis in mechani-
cal physics, Planck’s proposal of quantum mechanics, and Einstein’s paper on the
Special Theory of Relativity (1905); of course, we might expect such changes to have
been accompanied by changes in the prevailing scientific discourse.

CHET contains samples by twenty authors from the eighteenth century and
twenty from the nineteenth century, as detailed out in Table 2 below:
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Table 2. Authors in CHET

Date Author

Title

1704 Tyrrell,
James

The General History of England both Ecclesiastical and Civil: containing the
reign of Richard II, taken from the most ancient records, manuscripts and
printed historians, with an appendix... vol 111, second part. Printed for W.
Rogers. London.

1705 Anderson,
James

An historical essay, shewing that the crown and Kingdom of Scotland,

is imperial and independent. Wherein the gross mistakes of a late book,
intituled, The superiority and direct dominion of the imperial crown and
kingdom of England, over the crown and kingdom of Scotland, and of some
other books to that purpose are exposed. With an appendix. Edinburgh:
printed by the heirs and successors of Andrew Anderson. To be sold by the
booksellers of Edinburgh.

1710 Crawfurd,
George

A Genealogical Hiftory of the Royal and Illufirious Family of the Stewarts,
from the Year 1034 to the Year 1710. Giving an Account of the Lives,
Marriages and Issue of the moft Remarkable Perfons and Families of that
Name. To which are prefixed, First, a General Description of the Shire of
Renfrew, the Peculiar Refidence and ancient Patrimony of the Stewarts:
and, secondly, a Deduction of the Noble and Ancient Families, Proprietors
there for upwards of 400 Years, down to the prefent Times: Containing the
Defcent, Original Creations, and moft Remarkable Actions of their refpective
Anceftors; alfo the Chief Titles of Honour they now enjoy; with their
Marriage and IfJue, continued down to this prefent Year, and the Coat of
Arms of each Family in Blazon. Edinburgh: printed by James Watson.

1716 Oldmixon,
John

Memoirs of Ireland from the Restoration, to the Present Times. Containing
I. An Account of the Designs of the Tories in England and Ireland, to ruin the
Protestant Interest there, by breaking the Act of Settlement, and other Acts
made for its Security, in 1660, &amp; seq.

II. A Conspiracy to massacre the Protestants, in 1674.

III. A Plot for a French Invasion, and to betray the strong Cities and Ports to
the Invaders.

IV. The Debates, concerning that Plot in the Parliament of England, and the
Proceedings against the Earl of Tyrone, and others thereupon.

V. Tyrconnel’s Cruel and Arbitrary Government.

VI. The Tyrannical Reign of the late King James, and his Treaty with Lewis
the XIVth, to deliver up that Kingdom to him.

VII. Some Facts of the Wars in Ireland in 1689, 1690, 1691.

Never before Printed. With Lifts of King James’s Officers Civil and Military;
of his Popish Parliament in 1689, and of King William’s Parliament in 1692.
London: printed for J. Roberts.

(continued)
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Table 2. (continued)

Date Author

Title

1721

Strype,
John

Ecclesiastical Memorials; Relating chiefly to Religion, and the Reformation
of it, and the Emergencies of the Church of England, under King Henry VIII.
King Edward V1. and Queen Mary the First. In three volumes. Volume 1. All
which Being New, and Such as hitherto Escaped our Writers and Historians,
will Communicate much more Light to those great Transactions in this
Kingdom: And moreover Discover further the Inclinations and Influences

of the respective Princes; The Embassies and Correspondencies with Foreign
Potentates and States, chiefly with respect to Religion: The Oppositions made
to it; The Troubles and Persecutions of the Professors of it: The Tempers,
Practices and Events of the Two Cardinals, Wolset and Pole, and other
Prelates and Great Men of Both Parties, in the respective Reigns: Besides,
Accounts of Convocations, Royal and Episcopal Visitations, Ecclesiastical
Constitutions, Books from time to time set forth; with various other Matters
worthy of Note and Observation. In three volumes. With a Large Appendix to
each Volume, containing Original Papers, Records, ¢»c. London: printed for
John Wyatt.

1726

Penhallow,
Samuel

History of the Wars of New England with the Eastern Indians. Or, a
Narrative of their continued Perfidy and Cruelty, from the 10th of August,
1703. To the Peace renewed 13th of July, 1713. And from the 25th of July,
1722. To their Submission 15th December, 1725. Which was ratified August
5th 1726. Boston: printed by T. Fleet, for S. Gerrifh.

1732

Horsley,
John

Britannia romana: or, The Roman antiquities of Britain: in three books.
Britannia Romana: or the Roman Antiquities of Britain: In three books.

The I. Contains the History of all the Roman Transactions in Britain, with
an account of their legionary and auxiliary forces employed here, and a
determination of the stations per lineam valli; also a large description of the
Roman walls, with maps of the same laid down from a geometricalsurvey.
II. Contains a compleat Collection of the Roman Inscriptions and Sculptures
which have hitherto been discovered in Britain, with the letters engraved

in their proper shape and proportionate size, and the reading placed under
each; as also an historical account of them, with explanatory and critical
observations.

III. Contains the Roman Geography of Britain, in which are given the
originals of Ptolemy, Antonini Itinerarium, the Notitia, the anonymous
Ravennas, and Peutinger’s table, so far as they relate to this island, with
particular essays on each of these ancient authors, and the several places in
Britain mentioned by them.

To which are added, a Chronological Table, and Indexes to the Inscriptions
and Sculptures after the manner of Gruter and Reinesius.

Also Geographical Indexes both of the Latin and English names of the
Roman places in Britain, and a General Index to the work.

The whole illustrated with above an hundred Copper Plates. London: printed
for John Osborn and Thomas Longman.
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Table 2. (continued)

Date Author Title
1739 Justice, A Voyage to Russia: describing the Laws, Manners, and Cuftoms, of that
Elizabeth  great Empire, as governd, at this prefent, by that excellent Princefs, the
Czarina. Shewing the Beauty of her Palace, the Grandeur of her Courtiers,
the Forms of Building at Petersburgh, and other Places: with feveral
entertaining Adventures, that happened in the PafJage by Sea, and Land.
York: printed by Thomas Gent
1740 Bancks, The history of the life and reign of the Czar Peter the Great Emperor Of All
John Russia And Father Of His Country in India. London: printed for J. Hodges
1745 Hooke, The Roman History, from the building of Rome to the Ruin of the
Nathaniel ~Commonwealth. Illustrated with Maps and other Plates. Vol. I1. Book IV.
London: printed by James Bettenham
1750 Chapman, An essay on the Roman Senate. Cambridge: printed by J. Bentham
Thomas
1760 Birch, The Life of Henry Prince of Wales, Eldest Son of King James I. Compiled
Thomas  chiefly from his own Papers, and other Manuscripts, never before published.
London: printed for A. Millar.
1762  Scott, Sarah The History of Mecklenburgh, from the Firft Settlement of the Vandals in that
Country, to the Present Time; including a Period of about Three Thoufand
Years. London: printed for J. Newbery.
1770  Adams, A concise, historical view of the perils, hardships, difficulties and
Amos discouragements which have attended the planting and progressive
improvements of New-England; with a particular account of its long and
destructive wars, expensive expeditions, &c.: With reflections, principally,
moral and religious.: In two discourses, preached at Roxbury on the general
fast, April 6. 1769: And published at the general desire of the hearers. Boston:
printed and sold by Kneeland and Adams.
1775 Anderson, The History of France. From the Commencement of the Reign of Henry
Walter III. and the Rife Of the Catholic League; to the Peace of Vervins, and the
Establishment Of the famous Edict of Nantes, In the Reign of Henry IV.
Together with The moft interefting Events in the Hiftory of Europe, during
that Period. London: printed for the autor.
1780 Cornish,  The life of Mr. Thomas Firmin, citizen of London. London: printed for J.
Joseph Johnson.
1788 Gibbon,  The history of the decline and fall of the Roman Empire. Volume the tenth.
Edward Dublin: Luke White.
1790  Gifford, The History of England from the earliest Times to the Peace of 1783. Vol. 1.
John Book III. London: printed for Harrison and Co.
(continued)
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Table 2. (continued)

Date Author Title
1795 Adams, A view of universal history, from the creation to the present time. Including
John an account of the celebrated revolutions in France, Poland, Sweden, Geneva,
&c. érc. Together with an accurate and impartial narrative of the late
military operations and other important events. Vol. II. London: printed for
G. Nearsley.
1800 Stock, A narrative of what passed at Killalla, in the County of Mayo, and the parts
Joseph adjacent, during the French invasion in the summer of 1798. By an eye
witness. Dublin: printed by T. Baylis.
1802 Adolphus, The history of England from the accession of King George the Third, to the
John conclusion of peace in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.
Vol. II1. London: printed for T. Cadell, Jun. and W. Davies.
1805 Warren,  History of the rise, progress and termination of the American revolution.
Mercy Otis Interspersed with Biographical, Political and Moral Obfervations. In three
volumes. Vol. 1. Boston: printed by Manning and Loring, for E. Larkin
1810 Bigland,  The history of Spain, from the earliest period to the year 1809. In two
John volumes. Vol.1. London: printed for Longman, Hurst, Rees, and Ormd.
1814 Britton, The history and antiquities of the cathedral church of Salisbury; illustrated
John with a series of engravings, of views, elevations, plans, and details of that
edifice: also etchings of the ancient monuments and sculpture: including
biographical anecdotes of the bishops, and other eminent persons connected
with the church. London: printed for Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and
Brown.
1820 Hardiman, The history of the town and county of the town of Galway, from the earliest
James period to the present time. Embellished with several engravings. To which
is added a copious appendix, containing the principal charters and other
original documents. Dublin: printed by W. Folds and sons.
1828 Callcott, A Short history of Spain. In two volumes. Vol. II. London: John Murray.
Maria
1833  Aikin, Lucy Memoirs of the Court of King Charles the First. In two volumes. Vol. L.
London: printed for Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, Green, and Longman.
1839  Petrie, On the History and Antiquities of Tara Hill. Dublin: Royal Irish Academy.
George
1840 Smyth, Lectures on Modern History, from the Irruption of the Northern Nations to
William  the Close of the American Revolution. In two volumes. Vol II. Cambridge: J.
& . J. Deighton.
1844 D’Alton,  The history of Drogheda, with its environs; and an introductory memoir of
John the Dublin and Drogheda railway. In two volumes. Vol. 1. Dublin: printed by
M. H. Gill.
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Table 2. (continued)
Date Author Title

1855 Masson,  Medieval history. London: printed by W. and R. Chambers.
David

1857 Sewell, A first history of Greece. New York: printed by D. Appleton and Company.
Elizabeth
Missing

1860 Freer, History of the reign of Henry IV. King of France and Navarre. In two
Martha volumes. London: printed by Hurst and Blackett, publishers.
Walker

1862 Bennett,  The History of Bandon. Cork: Henry and Coghlan.
George

1872 Gray, John Confederation; or, The Political and Parliamentary History of Canada, from
Hamilton  the Conference at Quebec, in October, 1864, to the Admission of British
Columbia, in July, 1871. In two volumes. First volume. Toronto: Copp,
Clark & Co., printers.

1875 Killen, The ecclesiastical history of Ireland. From the earliest period to the present
William  times. Vol. II. London: printed by Macmillan and co. / R. Clay, sons, and
Dool Taylor, printers.

1884 Breese, The Early History of Illinois, from its Discovery by the French, in 1673, until
Sidney its Cession to Great Britain in 1763. Including the Narrative of Marquette’s
Discovery of the Mississippi. Chicago: E. B. Myers & Company.

1887 Kingsford, The history of Canada. Vol. 1. [1608-1682.]. Toronto: Rowsell &
William  Hutchinson.

1893 Cooke, “The Settlement of the Cistercians in England”. The English Historical
Alice M. Review, Vol. 8, No. 32. (625-648)

1895 Burrows, The History of the Foreign Policy of Great Britain. Edinburgh and London:
Montagu  W. Blackwood and sons.

The authors and their works cited in the list above are intended to be representative
of the field of History in a broad sense. As already noted, we have compiled two ca.
10,000-word samples of printed material per decade. The list of authors includes
eight women, these occurring throughout the corpus, from 1739 to 1893, a consid-
erable number compared to the two in CETA or the three in CEPhiT.

The preference for first editions seeks to reflect the language as actually used
by the author. Also, no translations have been included, as these are likely to carry
interference from the source language, which would certainly alter any possible
analyses and findings for which the data were used. Excluding translations implies
a particular obstacle in terms of collecting eighteenth-century works, in that many
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authors still wrote in Latin and had their works later translated into English or
made the translations themselves. It is also a general practice for the CC to include
just one sample per author, to avoid individual idiosyncrasies appearing as general
linguistic trends.

In what follows, we will look at a number of variables and their distribution in
CHET. In relation to the texts themselves, we will see how samples are distributed
according to genre or communicative format. As regards authors and authorship,
we will consider their sex and the place where they acquired their writing habits.

Our classification of communicative formats or genres in the CC is based on
Gorlach’s description of the evolution of what he calls text-types (2004). In CHET
in particular we have identified the formats set out in Table 3 below:

Table 3. Genres in History texts

Genres in CHET Samples Words
Treatise 28 283002
Essay 3 30312
Travelogue 1 10005
Lecture 2 30120
Textbook 2 20203
Article 1 10730
Dictionary 1 10017
Biography 1 10035
TOTAL 404424

Looking at the texts which we have been able to compile here, we see that works
dealing with historical matters during the late Modern English period were basi-
cally written within eight formats, and that these were not equally popular. The
formal and functional restrictions imposed by discipline are clearly observed here,
in that the genres Travelogue and Biography are not to be found in either of the
previously compiled subcorpora (CETA and CEPhiT), and on-going work suggests
that it is unlikely that they will be found in those to come. Perhaps because the
status of History as a discipline is yet to become well defined, some of the genres
here occur only rarely, as is the case with the 1780 biography by Cornish, the 1814
work by Britton, a half-catalogue, half-dictionary of technical terms, or the 1893
article by Alice Cooke, Article being a genre which was still highly restricted to
the experimental and observational sciences at the time. For similar reasons of
the diachronic dynamics of the genre we included just one sample of Travelogue,
an account of a voyage by Elizabeth Justice (1739), a format that was dying out at
the time, to be replaced by travel guides and documentaries. Perhaps due to the
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non-experimental character of History, we did not find many essays, and textbooks
were similarly scarce, perhaps due to History being a field open to the general
public. However, there were a huge number of treatises available, although here
we ought to note that the Treatise is not necessarily a highly formal or technical
format; on the contrary, the term is often used by authors themselves to refer to
almost any piece of writing of considerable length. The two centuries show a mark-
edly different distribution in terms of formats, this perhaps a direct consequence
of the evolution of the field itself. In fact, although we find five genres represented
in each section of CHET, they are rather different. This way, the five genres to be
found in the eighteenth-century samples are Essay, Treatise, Lecture, Travelogue
and Biography. The five genres found in the following period are not the same five
as there are extracts of Treatise, Dictionary, Lecture, Textbook and Article. Contrary
to our previous Corpus of English Philosophy Texts, where a wider variety of genres
appeared in the nineteenth century, History texts seem to use a similar range of
formats over time, albeit with some disappearing or emerging over the course of the
two centuries. Thus, the formats Treatise and Lecture occur across the whole period,
whereas Essay, Biography and Travelogue are represented only in the eighteenth
century, and Article, Dictionary and Textbook only in the nineteenth.

As for variables directly relating to authors, we will deal first with geographical
distribution, that is, the places where the authors were educated and acquired their
writing habits. Each metadata file accompanying the document of a text sample
provides information about the places of an author’s education, from general to
specific, so that writers can be classified as North-American or European, and then
relating to particular territories and cities. Figure 1 sets out information regarding
the latter, what we call Place 2 in metadata files, that is, the country or territory of
a writer’s education, as this is perhaps the most pertinent classification. More than
half the authors (24) in CHET were educated in England, six in Ireland, and five
in Scotland. More broadly, Europe produced far more works than North America.
As with CEPhiT, historical reasons might go a long way towards explaining this:
North America, after a convulsive eighteenth century, was perhaps more concerned
with the practical application of scientific advances and economic recovery, and
consequently was less motivated to explore other branches of knowledge.

Sex is the second parameter here. As might have been expected, not many
women wrote and published works on History in the period, although it was not
in fact one of those fields restricted to men. As already mentioned, there are eight
female authors (representing 23% of the total) as seen in Figure 2 below, which is
certainly far more than in other disciplines.
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Figure 1. Geographical distribution in CHET

female
23%

Figure 2. Proportion of words by female/male authors

There seems to be evidence here of changes in society, in that the eighteenth century
saw few women publishing works under their own name compared to the following
century. In fact, there are only two female authors in the eighteenth-century part of
the corpus (Elizabeth Justice with her Travelogue and Sarah Scott with a Treatise on
the history of Mecklenburgh). In the following century, by contrast, we managed
to collect six representative samples of History texts by women, of which only one
seems to be a less formal format (the Textbook by Sewell), the rest being treatises,

plus one article. This evolution in time can be seen in Figure 3:
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Figure 3. Sex of authors in CHET by century

Women were excluded from institutional science, and publishing works on History
or any sort of learned theme was still considered a masculine activity, with the work
of women often not taken seriously (Herrero, 2007: 75). Perhaps because of the type
of discipline History was at the time, CHET does not reflect the scarcity of overt
female activity as greatly as other fields do.
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CHAPTER 4

Typical linguistic patterns
of English History texts from the eighteenth
to the nineteenth century

An information-theoretic approach

Stefania Degaetano-Ortlieb, Katrin Menzel and Elke Teich

Universitat des Saarlandes

1. Introduction

In this paper, we investigate the diachronic linguistic development of history texts
from the late Modern English (IModE) period as depicted by the CHET corpus.
These history texts are scientific texts belonging to the humanities. The question
we approach is whether they show unique linguistic patterns distinguishing them
from other scientific fields and from ‘general’ language of the IModE period.

In history texts, we can expect numerous noun phrases, in particular terms and
lexical items that specify places, time periods, power relations or identity. These
texts are subject-oriented texts and will probably contain a high number of proper
nouns for people, collective structures, and communities, institutions, geographical
locations or unique objects. According to Coffin (1997) one particular mode of
representation of history texts is the narrative one, which as Werlich (1975, 1983)
and later Biber (1988), among others, show is marked by particular linguistic fea-
tures (e.g. verbs in the past tense, activity and process verbs, temporal expressions,
temporal conjunctions as well as third person pronouns, deictic expressions, and
coreference-chains). Also, history texts will typically draw parallels or analogies
between the present and the past and emphasise the relevance of historical events
to present circumstances.

In the analyses, our focus will be on the phrase/clause level, considering that
scientific writing is prominently marked by nominal rather than verbal style as
well as embedded structures within nominal phrases (e.g. Halliday, 1988; Biber
et al., 1999; Degaetano-Ortlieb & Teich, 2016). As these history texts are classi-
fied as scientific texts, they should also show prevalence for nominal style when
compared to ‘general’ language. A comparison to other scientific texts will show
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whether history texts make use of particular phrase/clause structures distinguish-
ing them from other scientific disciplines. For this, we use relative entropy, an
information-theoretic measure that captures differences between two probability
distributions, comparing the CHET corpus to a general language corpus and a
scientific text corpus that cover the same time span.

In a second part, we look in more detail at possible diachronic linguistic changes
focusing on lexical productivity of typical patterns for history texts as opposed to
other scientific and general language texts. Here, we follow the assumption that
typical patterns can serve two purposes. They can either realise conventionalised
language use (e.g. formulaic expressions) and are thus typical of that genre/register
or they function as a particular device to communicate informational content. A
conventionalised purpose would be reflected in a less productive use more confined
to particular lexical items, while a content-oriented purpose would result in a more
productive use reflected in a variety of lexical items. For this, we use surprisal, an
information-theoretic measure that allows us to calculate the probability of a lexical
item based on its previous context. As already shown in Degaetano-Ortlieb & Teich
(2016), surprisal is a good indicator of lexical productivity. Thus, in our analyses,
we pose the following questions:

a.  Which linguistic patterns are typical of history texts of the IModE period as
depicted by the CHET corpus in comparison to other scientific texts and gen-
eral language texts?

b. Do these typical patterns become more or less productive over time in history
texts as opposed to scientific and general language texts?

To answer these questions, we make use of three diachronic corpora with British
texts from the IModE period (1700 and 1900) representing different specialised
and non-specialised text genres which will be described in more detail in Section 2.
Primarily, we compare the CHET corpus depicting specialised language within the
field of history (Crespo & Moskowich, 2015) to specialised scientific language in
a corpus of research articles from journals dedicated to the natural sciences (RSC;
Kermes et al., 2016) and with a non-specialised corpus that was compiled with the
aim to represent general IModE usage (CLMET; De Smet et al., 2015).
Diachronic change in IModE is still a relatively underresearched area com-
pared to other stages of the English language. There seem to be far more studies,
for instance, on early Modern English. For IModE, there are a few introductory
textbooks (e.g. Gorlach, 1999, 2001; Tieken-Boon van Ostade, 2009) and over-
views on grammar-writing in the eighteenth and nineteenth century (Goérlach,
1998; Tieken-Boon van Ostade, 2008). Only a few authors have explored specific
linguistic phenomena for the whole period of IModE in a systematic way. Although
empirical, corpus-based studies on IModE are still rare, there is considerable recent
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interest in this area. There are some noteworthy recent research results on the char-
acteristics of IModE that are based on the analysis of corpus data. Certain authors
have obtained valuable insights from a qualitative and quantitative perspective on
certain linguistic phenomena although they typically analysed only relatively small,
specific corpora (e.g. Arnaud (1998) on the development of the progressive in let-
ters by around 20 authors from the nineteenth century, a sufficiently frequent and
unambiguous grammatical construction in this type of texts). Some article-length
research reports and a few monographs and edited volumes also cover various as-
pects of IModE (e.g. Kyto et al., 2006; Hundt, 2014). Since 2001, there have been six
International Conferences on Late Modern English (LMEC) that resulted in several
volumes of proceedings and thematic publications, focusing especially on selected
grammatical and syntactic phenomena and, to a certain extent, on sociolinguistic
or genre-specific variation (e.g. Dossena & Jones, 2003; Dossena & Tieken-Boon
van Ostade, 2008; Pérez-Guerra et al., 2007; Tieken-Boon van Ostade & van der
Wurff, 2009).

The richly annotated corpora that we use in our study have been collected only
recently and provide significant research potential as they permit detailed empir-
ical and exploratory analyses to be conducted. They have inspired genre-specific
studies on IModE such as Monaco’s comparison between philosophical and life
sciences texts (Monaco, 2016) or Moskowich’s analysis of stance markers in aca-
demic texts from the domains of astronomy, philosophy and history (Moskowich,
2017). Our analysis will complement the findings from publications such as the
above-mentioned works and possibly lead to new insights into the linguistic
changes of the IModE period uncovering general, across-the-board shifts as well
as genre-specific developments.

The paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, we present our data and
an overview of our methodology. Section 3 shows selected analyses of typical-
ity and lexical productivity to illustrate our corpus-based approach informed by
information-theoretic measures. Section 4 concludes the paper with a summary
and envoy.

2. Data and methodology

2.1 Corpora

For our analysis, we chose three diachronic corpora of IModE texts — the Corpus of
History English Texts (CHET), the Corpus of Late Modern English Texts (CLMET),

and the Royal Society Corpus (RSC). From these corpora we select only overlapping
periods of 1700-1850 for comparison.
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The Corpus of History English Texts (CHET), beta version, is a subcorpus of
the Corufnia Corpus of English Scientific Writing (Crespo & Moskowich, 2015). It
consists of around 400,000 words, which were extracted from 40 works from the
field of history published in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries (two samples
of approximately 10,000 words per decade). The corpus design includes six genres:
Treatise, Essay, Lecture, Textbook, Article and Travelogue (see Moskowich, this vol-
ume). Treatises make up the largest proportion of this specialised corpus in terms of
number of texts and number of words. The other text types account for up to 10%
each of the total words in the corpus. The texts, for instance, include extracts from
works by British historians such as George Crawfurd, Montagu Burrows or Martha
Walker Freer. Around 20% of the corpus consists of texts by female authors. A few
texts by North American historians are also included in the data, but most works
on history were produced in Europe during this period. Therefore, most texts of
this corpus are mostly written by British authors. The corpus was sampled as a col-
lection of extracts from introductions, central chapters and conclusions from texts
by historians from different fields to be as representative and balanced as possible.
Metadata for each text include sociolinguistic information on the author, such as
age, sex and place of education.

The Corpus of Late Modern English Texts (CLMET; De Smet et al., 2015) is a
larger collection of texts by British authors drawn from the Oxford Text Archive and
the Project Gutenberg. It was compiled with the aim to complement smaller his-
torical corpora and to mirror general IModE usage. This corpus covers the period
from 1710 to 1920 and is subdivided into three main subperiods of 70 years each.
The corpus version that we used for our analysis (V3.1) consists of ca. 40 million
words from different genres of formal written British English. A considerable num-
ber of texts in this resource had been drawn from prose fiction so that the corpus
is slightly biased towards literary texts. It is still a relatively genre-balanced corpus,
including narrative fiction and non-fiction, drama, letters, treatises as a subtype of
scientific texts as well as some unclassified texts. There is some variation in terms
of authorial social background. The corpus includes texts by men and women from
diverse social classes. Nevertheless, most authors from that period represented in
the collection are men from the socially and economically dominant classes. The
maximum amount of text per author is 200,000 words. Where possible, different
texts of the respective authors were sampled. The corpus contains works by authors
such as Winston Churchill, Emily Bronté and Charles Darwin.

The Royal Society Corpus (RSC; Kermes et al., 2016) is a large specialised corpus
of complete scientific journal articles. This corpus includes the digitised texts of
the Philosophical Transactions and the Proceedings of the Royal Society of London
published between the middle of the seventeenth century and the second half of the
nineteenth century. The Philosophical Transactions as the first and longest-running

printed on 2/10/2023 3:18 AMvia . All use subject to https://ww. ebsco. conlterns-of -use



EBSCChost -

Chapter 4. Typical linguistic patterns of English History texts

61

English scientific journal, represent various scientific disciplines that became more
specialised over time. The authors were typically British fellows of the Royal Society,
sometimes also foreign members or other outstanding scientists of the time. Most
articles in the period covered were written by men. Text examples from the corpus
are research articles by natural philosophers and scientists such as Thomas Henry
Huxley, Caroline Herschel or Benjamin Franklin. The RSC version used in our
study (V3.6.0) has a size of about 32.5 million tokens. The RSC corpus is distributed
through CLARIND-D. For query it is also available via the Saarbriicken CQPweb
interface (http://corpora.clarin-d.uni-saarland.de/cqpweb/).

All corpora used in our analysis have been released in XML format, are anno-
tated at different linguistic levels (tokens, parts of speech, lemma) with TreeTagger
(Schmid, 1995), segmented into sentences, and encoded in the Corpus Query
Processor (CQP; Evert & Hardie, 2011).

2.2 Detecting and inspecting variation with information-theoretic
measures

2.2.1  Feature detection

Our focus is on detecting phrase/clause patterns that are typical of history texts
compared to general language texts and other scientific texts. Instead of selecting
specific predefined patterns to be analysed, our approach aims at finding patterns
that are differently used in a data-driven fashion. For this, we use relative entropy,
more precisely Kullback-Leibler Divergence (KLD; Kullback & Leibler, 1951).

In comparison to relative frequency, which measures the probability of a lin-
guistic unit in a corpus, relative entropy measures the probability of a unit in corpus
A compared to the probability of the same unit in corpus B. This is formalized as
follows:

_ it|A)log, p(unit|A)
D(A||B) Z plunitfaylog, 0
where p(unit|A) is the probability of a unit in corpus A, and p(unit|B) the proba-

bility of that unit in corpus B. The logzp((Lﬁ":g denotes the difference between both
p(unit;

p(unit|B) probability distributions (i.e. the ration between the two distributions).
This ratio is then weighted with the probability of p(unit|A) so that the sum over
all occurrences of unit, gives the relative entropy.

The main advantage of using relative entropy over frequency is that it directly
gives us a comparative measure, which we do not obtain by considering the relative
frequency of a unit in a corpus. In information-theoretic parlance, relative entropy
measures bits of transmitted information, more precisely the number of additional
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bits of information needed to process a linguistic unit in corpus A based on its
probability distribution in corpus B. The more two probability distributions differ,
the higher the number of bits (higher relative entropy value). The more similar the
two probability distributions, the lower the number of bits (lower relative entropy
value). Based on the value obtained by relative entropy for each linguistic unit, we
can determine which units are the most typical ones of a particular distribution.
Thus, in a comparison between the use of a linguistic unit in two corpora, the higher
the relative entropy value of a unit for one corpus (e.g. CHET) in comparison to
another corpus (e.g. RSC), the more typical that unit is for the given corpus.

The linguistic units in our case are phrase/clause patterns based on sequences
of three part-of-speech tags (i.e. part-of-speech trigrams, e.g. noun followed by
preposition followed by noun), but any linguistic unit could be used (phoneme,
morpheme, word, etc.). We chose part-of-speech trigrams as bigrams would have
been too short to depict phrase/clause structure and four-grams would have been
too long and thus would have produced too sparse data (i.e. they would have been
too infrequent). Tri-grams proved to work well also in other diachronic stud-
ies (Culpeper & Kyto, 2010; Kopaczyk, 2013; Degaetano-Ortlieb & Teich, 2016;
Degaetano-Ortlieb et al., 2018) and we use them as indicators to identify phrase/
clause patterns.

2.2.2  Feature inspection

After obtaining typical phrase/clause patterns for history texts, we inspect the di-
achronic development of these patterns in terms of their lexical productivity, i.e.
whether the lexical items used in the pattern show high variation or are more
confined to particular lexical items pointing to a more conventionalised usage. For
this, we use surprisal.

In comparison to the frequency of a lexical item in a corpus, surprisal measures
how probable a lexical item is given a particular preceding context in a corpus.
Take for example the word tea, which is a relatively low frequency word (50.35 per
million tokens) in comparison to man (1917.99 per million tokens) in the CLMET
corpus. However, in the context of cup of the probability of having man is lower
(0 occurrences in CLMET) than of tea (135 occurrences in CLMET). Surprisal
captures exactly this as it measures the probability of a unit in a particular context,
formalised as:

S(unit) = —log,p(unit|context)

where p(unit|context) is the probability of a unit (e.g. tea) given a context (e.g. cup
of). This probability is considered in a logarithmic space (here logarithm to the base
2 to simplify calculation).
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In terms of information theory, surprisal calculates the number of bits trans-
mitted by a linguistic unit in a context. The more bits are transmitted the more
surprising and thus informative a linguistic unit is in the given context. Thus, in
our example man following cup of would be quite surprising while tea would be
quite predictable. In our case, the linguistic units are the words (i.e. unigrams) in
a corpus. As context we define three preceding words, which allows us to account
for enough context for capturing possible phrase/clause patterns and to avoid a
rare context (which would be the case if we considered a longer span of preceding
words).! Surprisal is calculated for each corpus and time period separately.

Considering that we focus on phrase/clause patterns, we also calculate the sur-
prisal of a pattern. For this, we first average the surprisal of each lexical item of a
lexical realisation (lexR) for a given pattern. For example, lexical surprisal of the
expression cup of tea (which is one lexical realisation of the pattern noun preposition
noun) would consist of the sum of S(cup), S(of) and S(tea) divided by three (i.e. the
average surprisal of the expression):

S(cup) + S(of) + S(tea)

S(lexR) = 3

We then take the mean of each expression realising the noun preposition noun
pattern, which gives us S(pattern):

2= 1S(lexR);

S(pattern) = "

where # is the number of lexical realisations. For each pattern, surprisal is measured
for each corpus and time period separately. The range of surprisal values obtained
for a pattern (i.e. all values of S(lexR) of a pattern) is divided into three groups based
on quartiles. Thus, we obtain high, middle and low surprisal ranges for a pattern.
High S(pattern) indicates high lexical variation of a pattern and thus a productive
use. Low S(pattern) indicates low lexical variation of a pattern and thus a more
confined use to specific lexical items. We then compare the percentage of high,
middle and low S(pattern) across corpora and time periods. Over time, percentage
of high, middle and low S(pattern) may change indicating how the pattern changes
in terms of its lexical productivity.

1. Some studies on very formulaic genres focus on longer lexical bundles and identical repetitive
strings of words in order to look for textual standardisation and “evidence of units of routine
language use” (e.g. Stubbs & Barth (2003: 62fF) analysing the number of identical 7-grams in re-
ligious texts — such patterns would be too long for our purposes and clearly lead to data sparsity).
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3. Analyses

In this section, we present two analyses. First, we explore linguistic patterns that are
typical of history texts in the CHET corpus by comparison with general language
as represented by the CLMET corpus and with scientific language as represented
by the RSC corpus. Second, we show linguistic diachronic developments in terms
of lexical productivity of typical patterns in the CHET corpus and compare devel-
opments of the same patterns across the other two corpora.

3.1 Typical linguistic patterns of CHET

To analyse whether history texts have unique linguistic patterns distinguishing
them from other scientific fields and from general language of the late Modern
English period, we use relative entropy as described in Section 2.2.1.

Comparison of history texts with general language is shown in Table 1, present-
ing the top five typical patterns of CHET and CLMET, respectively. In history texts
(CHET), nominal structures are clearly typical showing also a preference for em-
bedded structures by the use of prepositional phrases within noun phrases. General
language texts (CLMET) show a clear preference for involved style by the use of
verb phrases combined with the personal pronoun I and modality or mental state
verbs (e.g. I should like, I am afraid, I think). Thus, on a scale from informational
to involved style, history texts are positioned more towards the informational end
when compared to general language.

Comparison between history (CHET) and other scientific texts (RSC) is pre-
sented in Table 2, showing the top five typical patterns. Two patterns typical of
CHET are identical to the comparison to CLMET: nominal phrase structures with
prepositional embedding and with proper nouns (NN.IN.NP and NPIN.NP).
Showing up in both comparisons indicates that these structures are particularly
typical to CHET texts. In fact, in history texts entities such as persons, locations
and the like are a main part of the informational content presented.?

2. Note that TreeTagger, the part-of-speech tagger used for tagging our corpora, tends to as-
sign the NP (proper noun) tag to nouns beginning with a capital letter, which is also sometimes
problematic in Present-day English corpora. Therefore, we will query NN (common noun) and
NP (proper noun) together as one group in our following analysis in Section 3.2. This is particu-
larly important for the earlier data before 1750 when nouns that authors or printers wanted to
make more prominent or that belong to certain semantic categories, e.g. animate nouns, general
abstract nouns, concrete objects, were often written with an initial capital letter (cf. Osselton,
1985).
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Table 1. Top five patterns for history (CHET) and general language texts (CLMET)

History texts (CHET) General English (CLMET)
Pattern Example Pattern Example

NN.IN.NP  reign of King; king of England PP.VVPRB Ido not; I know not
DT.NN.IN the death/name of PPVVPPP [ think I; I think it
IN.DTNN  in the year; of the king PPMD.VV I should like/think
NPIN.NP King of Denmark; Duke of Gloucester ~ PP.VBPJ] I am sure/afraid/glad
NN.IN.DT  part/account of the PP.VBPRB I am not; they are not

DT: determiner, IN: preposition or subord. conj., JJ: adjective, MD: modal verb, NN: common noun sg., NP:
proper noun sg., PP: personal pronoun, RB: adverb, VBP: verb be present non-3rd p., VV: verb base form,
VVP: verb present non-3rd p.

Table 2. Top five patterns for history (CHET) and scientific texts (RSC)

History texts (CHET) General English (CLMET)
Pattern Example Pattern Example
NN.IN.NP  reign of King; king of England IN.DT.NN  of an inch; of the body

NPIN.NP King of Denmark; Duke of Gloucester ~~ NN.IN.DT  part of the; Duke of
Gloucester; surface of the

IN.PPVBD that it was; that he was DT.NN.IN  the action/surface of
VVD.TO.VV  refused/began to take DTJJNN  the same time/manner
TO.VV.PP$  to make/use/take/save/support his IN.DTJJ on/in/at the same

DT: determiner, IN: preposition or subord. conj. / that complementizer, JJ: adjective, NN: common noun
sg., NP: proper noun sg., PP: personal pronoun, PP$: possessive pronoun, TO: to, VBD: verb be past, VV:
verb base form, VVD: verb past tense

In addition, that-clauses and to-infinitive clauses (see Examples (1) and (8)) are
typical of history texts in comparison to natural science texts. Both types of clauses
follow mental state, speech act and reporting verbs, typically in the past tense
(see Examples (1) to (4)), indicating a narrative style of writing as described by
Biber (1988). That-clauses also follow denotations of (un)certainty and possibil-
ity (Examples (5) and (6)). To-infinitives may also signal narration expressing the
purpose of an action (Examples (7) and (8)).

(1) In fine, they perceived, that it was only the Fear of the Spaniards Victory in
Italy that let the Cause. (CHET. Strype, 1721:94 [126 (10169)])

(2) They possessed themselves of the Arsenals and Ammunition, and seemed fo
threaten a general Destruction. (CHET. Bancks, 1740:10 [130 (1723)])

(3) He said, they were of his Sect and Opinions; and that they were learned, before
he companied with them. (CHET. Strype, 1721:77 [126 (1551)])
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(4) He also promised to reduce the royal forests to their ancient boundaries, to
correct all tyrannical encroachments [...].
(CHET. Gifford, 1790:180 [139 (1155)])

40 . .
conjunctive
35 that
@ to-infinitive
25 @ to-prepositional
(%) ® adverbial
x @ verb phrase passive
15 @ verb phrase

@ noun phrase
10

CHET (history) RSC (scientific)

Figure 1. Phrase and clause types for history (CHET) and other scientific texts (RSC)
within the top 30 typical patterns

(5) [...] who had it only from some common Reports then current, that he was
Strangled one day presently after Dinner with a Towel [...].
(CHET. Tyrrell, 1704: 964 [122 (7906)])

(6) Asto the precise time of Barscube’s Descent, I cannot determine; but this much
I certainly know, that they were a younger Son of that Noble Family.
(CHET. Crawfurd, 1710:76 [124 (711)])

(7) Some of them ran to extinguish the fire, and others to repel the Scots [...].
(CHET. Adams, 1795:93 [140 (7055)])

(8) When the prospect was finally closed, men of spirit and energy refused to
remain in a country where they were held unfit to receive the right of citizens.
(CHET. Killen, 1875:241 [157 (DEL)])

Looking at the top 30 typical patterns and categorising them into phrase/clause
types (see Figure 1), besides noun, verb, and adverbial phrases (maroon, brown
and blue), we can see that CHET when compared to other scientific texts is par-
ticularly characterized by to-infinitives and that-clauses (as shown above) as well
as by possessive noun phrases and subordinated or coordinated structures with
conjunctions (beige). Phrases including possessives are a device used for back ref-
erence to persons/group of persons and the like, who are described in the texts (see
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Example (9) and (10)). Conjunctions are used to elaborate on the content presented
(see Example (11)).

(9) To consummate the adversity of the states, the assassination of their protec-
tor, the Prince of Orange, was perpetrated at Delf, by Balthasar Gerard, a
Burgundian; worked up to the horrid villainy by a fanatical rage; and who, to
testify his obduracy, amidst the tortures he suffered, held up his hand, burnt
to a cinder, to make the sign of the cross.

(CHET. Anderson, 1775:117 [136 (3061)])

(10) One of their spies had been taken and imprisoned within the place; and after
he had set fire to his prison, he broke out of it, and running to the walls, called
aloud to his countrymen to pursue their advantage.

(CHET. Adams, 1795:93 [140 (7024)])

(11) [...]; he resigned all the Temple-Lands in Scotland in Queen Mary’s Hands,
and obtained an Erection thereof into a Temporal Lordship, with the Dignity
of Lord Torphichen, an. 1563. (CHET. Crawfurd, 1710:76 [124 (576)])

In summary, while history texts are clearly different from general language by the
use of a nominal style of writing, when compared to other scientific texts, they show
typical phrase and clause types that indicate a stylistic type of writing serving the
purpose of narration of historical events, persons involved, and the actions taken.

3.2 Productivity of typical patterns

In this section, we inspect the diachronic development of typical patterns of history
texts as represented by the CHET corpus. In particular, we focus on whether these
patterns become more or less productive over time, i.e. if they show more or less
lexical variation. For this, we use surprisal as described in Section 2.2.2.

3.2.1  Nominal patterns with prepositional phrases

As shown above, particularly typical of history texts are prepositional phrases em-
bedded in nominal phrases (proper/common noun (NP/NN) followed by a prepo-
sition (IN) followed by a proper/common noun (NP/NN): NounPrepositionNoun).
We calculate surprisal (i.e. how predictable a word is based on its previous context)
of each lexical item, S(word).? In addition, we consider the surprisal of each lexical
realization of a pattern, S(lexR), i.e. surprisal of the three lexical items divided by

3. Le. surprisal of lexical realizations of NN/NP, surprisal of lexical realisations of IN, and
surprisal of lexical realisations of NN/NP.
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three (as we consider sequences of three parts of speech). We then inspect the
surprisal range of the whole pattern (i.e. S(NounPrepositionNoun)). For a better
comparison of surprisal across time periods, we use quartiles dividing the range
into three parts: high, middle, and low surprisal values (cf. Section 2.2.2). We in-
spect the range distribution over time to see whether the lexical items of the pattern
belong to the high or low surprisal range. High surprisal points to high variation
indicating productive use, low surprisal points to low variation and a more confined
use to specific lexical items.

Figure 2 shows the percentage of surprisal ranges (high, middle, low) for the
whole pattern across time periods for the CHET corpus. In 1700, around 46% of
the lexical items belong to low, around 38% to high, and around 16% to middle
surprisal. Towards 1850, the percentage of high surprisal increases, while the per-
centage of low surprisal decreases. Thus, while the pattern had a more restricted
(conventionalized) use especially around 1750, over time the pattern becomes more
productive, i.e. its lexical realisations show greater variation.
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Figure 2. Percentage of surprisal range of the NounPrepositionNoun pattern for CHET

Comparing this to the same pattern in the RSC corpus (see Figure 3), we see a
different tendency. While in the period of 1700 the percentage of high and low
surprisal is similar (both around 40%), towards the 1850 period the percentage
of high surprisal decreases (around 30%) and low surprisal increases (up to 50%).
Thus, the use of this pattern within natural science texts becomes more conven-
tionalised over time.
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Figure 3. Percentage of surprisal range of the NounPrepositionNoun pattern for RSC

In the CLMET corpus (see Figure 4), surprisal of the pattern remains relatively sta-
ble over time, showing around 40% to 50% of surprisal for the low and high ranges.
Thus, in general language the pattern does not show any remarkable diachronic
changes in terms of lexical productivity.
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Figure 4. Percentage of surprisal range of the NounPrepositionNoun pattern for CLMET

Let us now compare the lexical realizations of the pattern for low surprisal values
across corpora and time periods. Table 3 shows the lexical realisations for CHET,
RSC and CLMET for 1700 and 1850. Focusing on 1700, we can see how the lexical
realisations of the nominal pattern in CHET texts are dominated by of-genitive con-
structions in offices, titles and positions of persons, typically connecting a high rank
title and a prominent toponym in multi-word concepts that function as semantic
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units (e.g. King of England, Bishop of London), while in the RSC and the CLMET a
higher diversity of lexical items is used in the noun slots of this pattern. To a certain
extent, CHET texts are characterized by stylistic devices such as synecdoche or
metonymy (e.g. Crown of England) and resemble the CLMET texts in this aspect as
they are also characterised by the use of stylistic devices and figurative language in
contrast to natural science texts composed in the plain-style tradition of the Royal
Society. The lexical items in these patterns in both specialised corpora reflect the
main topics of the respective domains. On the one hand, these topics are related to
the political history of the time and its recent past in the CHET corpus, i.e. power
relations in England and Europe, monarchy and the struggle for supremacy as well
as privileges of nobility and the church. On the other hand, in the RSC texts these
patterns reveal common terms that are related to every-day materials and their
properties, of-constructions as historical multi-word terms for chemical substances
and compounds of major importance, e.g. spirit of Wine (alcohol) or oil of vitriol
(sulphuric acid) and quantities and units of measurements (e.g. quantity of Water/
Air/Matter or grain of Sand, drop of Water). In both the RSC and the CLMET
texts, we find some rather general concepts implying human analysis and reflection.
However, the scientific texts slightly seem to favour formulaic expressions relating
to the sphere of facts (e.g. matter of fact), while in the general language texts the
opinions of individuals seem to play a more important role in such phrasal patterns
functioning as semantic units (e.g. way of thinking).

Comparing this to the 1850 period, all corpora share the same most general
pattern point of view which almost functions as one single word. Here, a closer
look into the data reveals that this term is embedded in different types of preposi-
tional phrases or noun phrases in each corpus. In the RSC texts, it is often directly
preceded by an adjective typical of scientific texts (analytical, geological, physiolog-
ical, chemical etc.). It can also have a more literal meaning (e.g. the eye being placed
in a proper point of view). In general language texts, it is sometimes preceded by
evaluating adjectives or adjectives with social relevance such as moral, religious,
social, economical, national. In many cases, the phrases it is embedded in seem to
be shorter as in the RSC and are only preceded by a pronoun (e.g. this, my, his, her)
referring to an individual (e.g. Mr. Spencer’s/my husband’s/Erica’s point of view).
In the CHET corpus, point of view sometimes refers to the perspective of different
social actors or occurs in argumentative contexts (e.g. The argument, looked at from
a slightly different point of view, would seem convincing.)

Considering diachronic tendencies (compare upper and lower part of Table 3),
these seem different across corpora. CLMET does not show extremely remarkable
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changes. There are mainly rather general of-constructions in both sections. sum of
money is still in the list in 1850, glass of wine has been replaced by cup of tea due
to the increasing popularity of tea consumption. Interestingly, man and life have
disappeared from the list that were prominent in 1700 (e.g. man of honour/sense/
war, time/course of life) and specific names of institutions have occurred in the list
(e.g. Bank of England, House of Commons) as well as general nouns as part of certain
phrases (e.g. sort/kind of thing).

CHET is less characterized by official titles of people and events (e.g. feast,
death) than before and shows a more diverse use of the nominal pattern with per-
sonal names in of-constructions that are part of phrases related to family relation-
ships and the life of specific people (e.g. reign of George [I. or IL.], son of Richard
[Wight, a Protestant clergyman, and grandson of Thomas Wight, who was also a
clergyman]). Concrete and abstract nouns in this pattern are still related to political
concepts and power (e.g. king, duke and throne, reign, act, parliament). The third
element in this pattern in CHET is still frequently a toponym (Spain, Normandy,
France etc., but not England or London as in 1700). Also, there are more formu-
laic expressions and terms unrelated to the topic of the texts than before (point
of view, matter of course). The RSC has shifted towards a stronger terminological
usage and more specific nouns in concepts describing the physical world, but the
of-construction is also dominant (e.g. iodide of ethyl, axis of rotation, centre of grav-
ity). Scientific disciplines and factual knowledge have evolved, but some concepts
remain important over time (common environmental substances such as water or
air, quantities, measurements or changes of e.g. temperature or time). For some of
these phrasal constructions there is a preference for shorter nominal compounds in
Present-Day English (silver nitrate), but scientific texts from this period of IModE
are already characterised by a certain preference for short terms (nitrate of silver
being actually a nitrate of oxide of silver).

Considering the lexical realisations of the nominal pattern with high surprisal
(see Table 4), we can see how these expressions differ quite strongly from those
with low surprisal (compare with Table 3) for all three corpora. There is much more
lexical variation for each part of speech in Table 3. Considering the surprisal profiles
(see Figures 2 to 4 above), in CHET this more varied usage increases, while in RSC
it decreases and in CLMET it remains relatively stable. Moreover, while in the RSC
the pattern with high surprisal seems to be confined to the function of expressing
locations in both time periods (e.g. Scawby near Brigg, Walling near Aldermarston),
in CHET the use is much more varied (locations, time, occupation, etc.).
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